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PREFACE. 


delineated in performances of 


who may chance to reſemble 


W many are inclined to 
believe, that the prin- 
cipal, if not all the characters 


this kind, are drawn for thoſe 


them in ſome particular feature, 
I think it neceſfary to inform 
the Reader, that whatever in- 

a tentional 
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tentional _ Gmilitude may be 


traced between theſe ideal and 


any real perſonages, it is only 


founded in imagination. In- 


deed, my very bookſeller, tho' 
fo well acquainted with illufi- 
' ons of this kind, went ſo far as 
to believe I really intended by 
theſe Memoirs, the Adventures 
of Miſs Fanny M-r IT-y 3 Days 
what is ſtill more amazing, 


alter having peruſed the work, 


he was not entirely convinced | 


of his miſtake, 


It is true I have been told, 
that there are paſlages in this 


piece, 


% 
8; 
I 

er 


lady's life; and that many of 


I have fatirized ; but very little 


fuch only I write) that circum- 
ſtances may be almoſt minutely 
parallel, and perſonages ſem- * | 


© Sir, (ſaid he) the celebrated+ 


® 
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piece, which are not very: dif- 
ferent from ſome part of that 


her admirers may be conſidered 
equally cenſurable with thoſe _ 


reflection will fr OY any COnN- 
fiderate perſon, (and it is for 


blant to a tittle, without their 
being the ſame. © But then, 


« Miſs Fanny is what corrobo- | 


© rates the ſuſpicion ;* as if 
none : but Miſs R-dm-n could 
a 2 be 
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| be celebrated, or no other wo- 
man's name Fanny. 


It were needleſs to add any 

thing more, to convince the 
reader of my intentions in 

amuſing the 'public with this 
| novel; or to perſuade him, 
{ . that neither he, or any of his 
E cotemporaries, need be under 

the leaſt apprehenſions of find- 
ing their character drawn, at 
| length, or in miniature, in the 
| following ſheets, > 
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OF THE CELEBRATED 


Miſs Fanny M- * 


CHAP. 1 
Which ſhould be read by every one 


«who loves little ceremony at an in- 
: troduftion to a fine woman. 


pe LXKO bring a heroine upon the 


uy T o tlieat of life without ce- 


& FX! remony, 1s almoſt as uncuſ- 


tomary, as introducing a new hero 


upon the real ſtage, without a pro- 
logue : but Miſs Fanny poſlefies ſo 
great a ſhare of good nature, that I 
am induced to believe, ſhe will for- 

B- WET: Þ 


2 Memoirs of the celebrated 
give the intruſion, and indulge the 
reader with a familiar te@te a tete, 
without many compliments. 


The birth of Miſs Fanny was at- 
tended with no extraordinary pheno- 
 menon. I cannot learn that Venus's 
\' __doves, 1n imitation of Alexander's 
| eagles, lit upon her mother's cham- 


1 ber window, though they preſaged 
* only his conquering of Europe and 
” Aſia; and ſhe vanquiſhes the hearts 
7 ' of all mankind. There was not ſo 
Me much as an earthquake, or an extra- _ 


"8 . | . 

nu ordinary meteor to appriſe the world 
7 of her birth; though the whole fe- 
male ſex ſtill trembleather conqueſts, 
40 and the male all think her the prog- 
A} noſticated blazing-ſtar of this period. 
Wi But the wife of a muſician at Bath 
brought forth at one labour three 
children, two girls and one boy, of 
whom Fanny was the only ſurviving 


child three days after. 
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Mil Fanny M— 2 


Her education was ſuch as ; nh 


be reaſonably expe&ed from her pa-_ 
rents circumſtances, which were very 


indifferent, and having loſt at the age 


of twelve both her father and mother, 


ſhe commenced a retail merchant of 
noſe-gays and Bah rings at the ons. 


In this fituation, ſhe was frſt akin 
notice of by the celebrated Jack/#* Pi gf © 


libertine memory, and he ſoon found 


means to ſeduce that innocence, which : 


| might have then been corrupted, with 


leſs Pee then he uſed to effect his 


| intent. 


A profeſſed rake 1s a deteſtable ani- 
mal ; his prey 1s youth, chaſtity and 
credulity, and for theſe he gives in- 
famy, diſeaſe, and miſery. His appe- 
tites are palled with enjoyment, and, 
like the fatiate glutton, has more plea- 
fure 1n ſwallowing the morſels, to pre- 
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4 Memoirs of the celebrated 


vent the reſt of the gueſts partaking of 
the repaſt, than in reliſhing of the 
viands. The one piques himſelf more 
upon having dined off twenty turtles in 
a ſeaſon, than in having ſaved as many 
ſtarved wretches from periſhing, by 
' the ſuperfluities of his table ;- and the 
other, of having debauched more vir- 
gins than his abilities would let him 
poſſeſs ; or his fortune, though ever _ 
io great, enable him to ſupport. 


Our preſent debauchee had pecu- 
| liarities, even in his exceſles, that 
_ were pictureſque, which demonſtrated 
a genius much ſuperior to the fault, 
if his talents had been diverted. 
Tho' Jac ARE was a proverbial rake, 
he wanted not parts ; but unhappily 
for himſelf they were miſapplied. 
 Lewdnefs and debauchery were the 
only ſciences that he more than grazed 
the ſurface of ; in theſe he was a great 
_ $ 
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Miſs Fanny M——, 5 
adept : he refined venery, and con- 
yerted the ſot to the bon vivant. 


| This accompliſhed rake was the 
firft ſeducer of our heroine; ſcarce a 


girl, ſhe was converted into a woman. 


Accuſtomed to variety, all Fanny's 
youth and budding charms could fix 
him but for a ſhort time. Experience 
at her age muſt have been inſpiration, 
of which I have no intimation. No 
wonder, then, ſhe loſt thoſe moments 
(to her thoſe precious moments) in 
which her whole ſtock of virtue was 


exhauſted, without gaining any future 


proviſion. In fine, a vender of noſe- 
gays he found her, and ſuch he left 
her, after a few weeks enjoyment. 


In this commerce ſhe was favoured 
by Mr. Eaſy,* who was originally a 
man of tolerable fortune, and had 
gained by his good addrefs and gen- 

ED 7 teel 
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teel behaviour the regard of all the 
people of faſhion that reſorted to 
Bath, inforauch that he had been 
for ſore years conſtituted Maes 
of the Cam this capacity he | 
| had lived a very luxurious life, which 
| had near exhauſted his finances ; but 
by his application to the tables, and 
the preſents he received, added to the 
_ penſion which was: allowed: him, he 
found means to keep up that appear- 


ance Wen he had ng ſupported. 


Fanny's 5 enrkin, which already be- 
gan to teſtify marks of womanhood, 
was extremely beautiful ; her face a 
| perfect oval, with eyes that converſed 
love, and every other feature in-agree- 
able ſymmetry. Her dimpled cheek a- 
lone might have captivated, if a ſmile 
that gave it exiſtence, did not diſplay 
ſuch other charms as ſhared the con- 
queſt, Her teeth regular, ſmall, and 
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perfealy white, coral lips and cheſ- 


nut hair, ſoon attracted the eyes of 
every one ; and though her ſituation 


made her appear once more an eaſy 
prize, ſhe had now gained prudence. 


enough to a& with a. a becoming re- 


ſerve to all. 


However, whether gratitude in- 


ſpired her, the great addreſs of Mr. 


Eaſy conquered her coldneſs, or his 


extenſive power dazzled her ambition, 


we will not pretend to ſay ; but it was 
her lot not to- be inexorable to the 
monarch of Beth, who ſoon ſhifted 


the ſcene, and Fanny was no longer 


one of Flora's train. 


| She was now at the age of fourteen is 


gay, volatile, handſome ;— no won- 


der Eaſy found great felicity in her _ 


company ; no wonder he was laviſh in 


his preſents, She dreſſed equal to any 
woman 


IRS ECT en NT IN = + - 
_—— SW ca E $59 f Y, bs, 2 


8 Memorrs of the celebrated 


woman at B—h, and perhaps looked 
as well. It is true ſhe was but of the 


middle fize, and though inclined to 


be plump, the had delicacy enough in 
| her ſhape to make it agreeable, and 


beauty enough in her face, to render 
her at once the grand - obje&t of 


the men's afteCtions, and the wo- 
' men's envy. 


C H AP, IL 


Sir Thomas Fl igbty's attack upon Mi 74 


' Fanny on the highway, in which fhe 
 beroically defends herſelf, till the ar- 
rival of a reinforcement, when the 
allied army gain a complete vittory 
_ over the enemy. 


Fo a5Y had REY Aificuley to 
| keep her to himfelf; nor was 
it hevdning, when it is conſidered 
_ how many artifices were uſed to in- 
veigle 
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Miſe Fanny Mm—= 9 
veigle her away. Sir Thomas Flighty 


had long entertained an eager paſſion 
for her; nay, he had gone ſo far as to 
offer her a ſettlement of three hun- 
dred a year for life. What will not 


_ our paſſions excite us to? What will 


not luſt, that maſquerade of love, 
when every: other inclination is ab- 
ſorbed in it ? Her anſwer was peremp-_ 
tory: © To her patron ſhe owed every 
thing ; ; to him ſhe was devoted.” 


yn his is a rare lilies of orati- 
tude in a girl of fourteen, elevated 
far beyond her former ſtate, courted 
by a circle of - admirers, who would 
have cut each other's throat, with 
pleaſure, to have only had the chance 
of being the ſurviving man, were he 
ſure to have been the happy one. 


All perſuaſives were ineffectual, 
and Sir Thomas's flame was increaſed 


lo Memorrs of the celebrated 
by her perſeverance. Eaſy had pro- 


poſed a tete a tete party for the next 
day ; and to avoid being peſtered by 


her admirers, they were to ſet out in 


a poſt chaife early in the morning. 


Sir Thomas gained intelligence of 


this, and at five o'clock ſent a poſt 
Chaiſe as coming from Eafy, at whoſe 
lodgings ſhe was to call. She got in- 
to it without any apprehenſions, as 


| her fervants, who had given informa- 


tion of the intended party had been 
bribed by Sir Thomas for that pur- 


poſe ; and the was near half a mile 


out of the city, before ſhe diſcovered 
where ſhe was. When fhe called to 
the poſtillion to enquire whither he 
was going, he replied, Mr. Eaſy was 


| at an inn about a mile off, where he. 


had ordered the chaiſe. She now be-_ 


gan to ſuſpect ſome treachery, but it 
| was in vain to expoſtulate, for he 


continued driving, without attending 
| to. 


CN IT : NA RES 
il FATE; pH Sar er IS; RGA OY 


Miſs Fanny M— 17 
to any thing ſhe might ſay, till they 


met with Sir Thomas on horſe-back, 
-* with two ſervants behind; upon which 


he alighted, and came into the chaiſe, 
ſaying, * My dear Fanny, you ſee what 
© ſtratagems you oblige me to uſe. 
* This is contrary to my inclination ; 


| < but when no other means can be 


© deviſed, a man ſo fond as me can't 
| | | hel executing every plan that ofters 
* the leaſt dawn of hope.” 

«8ir/ aid Fanny, «I deſpiſc you 
© now, more than ever I hated you. 
| : © Your low artifice is unbecoming a 
K | grnlemas ; and nothing but a vil- 
* © Jain in his heart could ſuggeſt ſuch 
* © an infamous project. If you think to 
© ſucceed this way, you are greatly 
* miſtaken, for the laſt drop of my 


| © blood ſhall be ſpilt in oppoſing any 


F | © deſigns that you may think of ac- 
1 © © compliſhing. 


12 Memai rs of the celebrated 


© My dear Fanny, replied Sir Mx 
Thomas, * I am not ſurpriſed at your | 
© reſentment; it'is juſt. I ſhould diſ- ' L 
© like you if you were not to teſtify | 
© it, But-it is time that reaſon and | 
© prudence ſhould take place of paſ- 
© fion and choler, Let us ſtate the |? 
* caſe without prejudice, You have | 
© devoted yourſelf to an old fellow | 
* that is an antidote to deſire, who, | 
© it's true, ſupports you for the pre- Þ 
© ſent, but who with the firſt run of | 
© jll-lack will not only caſt you off, | 
© and leave you to the wide world, 
© but even your money, trinkets, nay, 
© very cloaths, may be applied to the 
* payment of ſome debt of honour ; 
* and when you are naked in the 
© ſtreet, you may repent having re- 
« jected my propoſals. Beſides, if 
* Lord M—— were to die to mor- 
© row, how much better than a beg- 
* oar would he be ? Three hundred 

EL a year 
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Miſs Fanny M—; 13 
7 <a year certain, and a healthy young 
| « fellow, who has love ſufficient to 
: * make you happy, and courage | 
7 © enough to protect you, ſhould ſurely 
2 © more than counterbalance Mr, Eaſy, 
"L and his politeneſs,” 
* Miſs Fanny entered very little into 
| the merits of this argument, but only 
- obſerved, * it was time enough to ac- 
© cept of his propoſals, when Mr. 
» * Eaſy ſhould behave to her in a man= 
# © ner to give her reaſon for that ſtep; 
© © but that as long as his kindneſs con- 
| © tinued, ſhe ſhould think herſelf the 
© moſt ungrateful, the moſt abandoned 
© of her ſex, to fly into the arms of 
* another, only with a lucrative view. 
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They had got thus far in their diſ- 
| pure, and not much farther on their 
| Journey, when Mr. Eaſy came riding 
| Full gallop up to the SRal0G, and told 
| C the 
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the poſtillion not to go another pace, | ; 
if he valued his life. : 


It ſeems Mr. Eaſy having ſent his j 


E23 


poſt-chaiſe for Fanny at half an hour | 
after five, it returned with the news, | : 
that ſhe had gone in another ſome |} 
time before. This inſtantly rouſed his | 
jealouſy and reſentment, and haivng 
ſent all over the city to enquire what 1 
poſt-chaiſes had ſet out that morning, | 
he learnt only one for London. Having! 
ordered his horſes immediately, and}! 
' taken his piſtols, he did not heſitate}. 
1ong what rout to take, and overtook| 
Sir Thomas and Miſs Fanny in the 
above ſituation, about ſeven miles fromp: 
B—h. | : 


Fanny burſt into tears upon the | 
_ fight of Mr. Eaſy, while he told Sirl? 
Thomas that he muſt immediately a- 

light, or elſc the conſequences would 
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q be fatal. At the ſame time drawing 
' a piſtol from his houſings, he volnted 
it at the poſtillion, who had began to 
move upon the knight's bidding him 
drive on. Sir Thomas told Mr. Eaſy, 
that he would at another time give 
him any ſatisfa&tion he might require, 
but that he would not at preſent be 
interrupted ; and taking a piſtol out of 
his pocket faid to the poſtillion ; * By 
* G—d, if you don't drive on, Tl! 
ſhoot you through the head.” At 


that inſtant Eaſy pointed his at the 


poſtillion, ſaying, he was a Cead Man 


if he ſtirred an inch, 


In this dilemma the poſtillion got 
oft his horſe, and run away, while the 
knight fired at him and grazed one 
of his boots. The fellow, frighted 


= with the exploſion, and finding the 
-| ball touch his boot, imagined he 


was hurt, and before he got ten. 
2 yards 
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yards fell down in a ſwoon. Every |? 


_ one thought he was killed, and Miſs 

Fanny was ſo much affected that they © 

_ could ſcarce prevent her fainting. Up- 
on examining the poſtilien, they found | 


"4 


his boot had received all the wound _ 
that was given; and Mr. Eaſy's man 


having been bred a barber, he let him 


blood, which ſoon brought him to 
himſelf, In the mean while Sir Tho- 
mas ordered his ſervant who was on 
horſeback to get up and drive the 


chaiſe, and tie his horſe behind; * 
but Mr. Eaſy poſſeſſed himſelf of that | 
poſt, and piſtol 1 in hand prevented the | 


| ſervants petting ups 


Many altercations enſued in this | 
ſituation; Mr. Eaſy inſiſting upon | 
Fanny's being reſtored, and Sir Tho- F 


mas perſiſting in the continuance of | 


his journey with the lady. At length | 


the knight ME the impracticable- ; 
neſs | ? 
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2 neſs of executing his ſcheme, with- 
! out ſome further ſtratagem, pro- 
© poſed that they ſhould all go to the. 
+ next inn upon the road to breakfaſt, 
' and there ſettle the diſpute, Mr. Eaſy 
| continued ſtrenuous in having her 
© back to B—h, without ſtopping any 
where, but Sir Thomas obſerving it 
- would be impoſſible to convey her 
| there, without her riding behind him, 
[} 'as he was reſolved to continue his 
'} journey to London, Mr. Ealy COn- 
| ſented going to the firſt inn, in order 


y % 
F-z % 


F- to Procure a vehicle. : 


# Being arrived there, the diſpute 
9 | began again ; and Mr. Eaſy having in 
[his heat called Sir Thomas a liar, 
} p they retired toa field behind the houſe, 

where they diſcharged their piitols, 

by which the knight was wounded in 
the thigh. This affair could not fail 
Jalarming the neighbourhood, and a 
| C 3 "-.. 40rF ZCon 
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ſurgeon was at the place of aftion | 
as ſoon as the firſt of the mob. Upon ' 


examining the wound, it was found 


but ſlight, and the ball was eafily ex- | 
tracted: but it being judged expe- _ 
dient for Sir 'Thomas not to ſtir till _ 
it was healed, Mr. Eaſy, after break- | 
faſt, took a French leave, and re- 


_ turned to B—h with his dear Fanny. 


CHAP. III. 


| | 


W bi ch Chant ſome uſe ful pe cofforeporg 4 


by any lady ky firhy, who has the © 
leaſt thoughts of the maſculine port of | 


the creation. 


H EE is fenoce a fog who 1 
is crooked, or disfigured with 


the ſmall-pox, but caſts out ſecret. 


imprecationsupon her nurſe or parents, | 
for not "Having paid more regard to. 
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her ſhape or face, every time a look- 
ing glaſs comes in her way : but did 
ſhe conſider the danger a pretty wo- 
'} man runs of being ruined, ſhe would 
© offer up her prayers, and thank Pro- 
: vidence for having ſecured her from 
all attempts upon her honour. A fine 
face has been the perdition of many 
a woman, and. yet 1s coveted by all. 
There is a certain vanity which the 
ſex poſſeſs, that flatters them, the 
men dare not be ſo preſumptuous, as 
to make a diſhonourable attack upon 
ſo fine a creature. Experience tells 
them the contrary every day, and yet 
- they continue blinded with their ima- 
þ ginary ſecurity. 


A fine woman is the moſt amiable 
thing in the whole creation, but a_ 
virtuous one 1s the moſt defireable. 
We love the one, we adore the other. 
No woman of common ſenſe can covet 


being 
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being vicious, merely for the ſake of 
being ſo, when the balance is fo 
much in favour of virtue: but the 


misfortune is, they are taught. to 


believe all virtue is centered in chaſ- 
tity; and as long as they maintain that 


unſullied, they think themſelves the 
moſt virtuous of their ſex, But let 
them conſider that chaſtity is but a 
ſubordinate virtue, and that even this 


may be unexpectedly loſt, when they 


_ permit themſelves the indulgence of 


other vices, which, though repreſented 


to them as of no immediate fatal con- 
| ſequence, generally terminate in the 


ſame point as luſt. Vanity, envy, ma- 
lice, jealouſy, revenge, and avarice, 
are all auxiliaries to incontinence, and 
thoſe that retain any of theſe in their 
ſervice, muſt expe&, ſooner or later, 


to Ro the {ſmall fortreſs of chaſtity 
taken by ſurpriſe or treachery. 


Upon 
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Upon Fanny's return to as lodg- 
ing, ſhe found in her chamber a lady 
7 drefling herſelf at her toilet ; for, as 
1 the ſervants did not expect ker return 
| for ſome time, this lady had gained 
Y pormiticn of them to make uſe of 
1 : Miſs Fanny's apartments during her 
| abſence. The lady, as ſoon as he per- 
ceived Fanny, was in the utmoſt con- 
| fuſion, not knowing what apology to 
' make; whilſt the ſervants, who had 
[2 not time to. acquaint the lady with 
| their miſtreſs's return, were more con- 
| founded than the lady : but Fanny 
© having with her uſual compoſure de- 
© fired her not to diſturb herſelf, went 
| into the dining-room, whilſt ſhe fi- 
4 niſhed her drefling. This might have 
given both the lady and the ſervants 
Jan opportunity of framing ſome ex- 
\cuſe, but there were no tidings of the 
lady, till Fanny received the follow- 
ing letter from her. 


«© Mapan, 
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oh Mapam, : 
-T H E extraordinary and unac- 


countable ſituation you found 


© me in, muſt certainly have much 
c -atonithed you ; the more, as I have 
© not yet made any apology for it : 


« but if you will permit me to wait 
* upon you this afternoon, I will en- 


_« deayour to prevent any blame fall- | 
© ing on your ſervants upon my ac- | 


« count, os | 
© T am, Madam, &c.” 


The lady waited upon Fanny ac- | 
_ cordingly, and after ſome few com- | 
 pliments, ſhe deſired to inform her |: 
how ſhe came to be at B—h, and |. 
was found the day before in the fitu- i 


ation deſcribed, which Fanny con=- 


ating: to, ſhe gave the following ; 
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_« My father is a baronet of an an- 
tient family in Wales, who gave me 
a genteel education, and at the age 
of ſixteen, a man of great fortune, 
whom I never ſaw in my life, was 
fixed upon for my huſband, All my 
repreſentations of my difinclination to 
enter yet into the holy ſtate of ma- 
trimony ; all my remonſtrances, that 


1 could never love a man I was utterly 


a ſtranger to, were in vain: my fa- 
ther, who regarded the honour of 
his family more than my happineſs, 
told me, whilſt I upon my knees 


ſupplicated the deferring of the cere- 


mony for a few days, * It is in vain, 
* girl, pretending to oppoſe my reſo- 
© lution ; the day 1s fixt for your nup- | 
© tials, with a man of honour and fa- 
* mily, who has the beſt eſtate in 
* Brecnockſhire. He will make you a 
* good huſband, if you prove a duti- 
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« ful wife,” Having ſaid this, he © 
turned from me, and left me weep- *' 
Ing upon the floor. My mother en- 
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tered the room by another door, and 4 
aſked what ailed me. I replied, my r 
grief upon being ſeparated from fo | 


good, ſo kind a parent, when I was | 


but yet a child, to be wedded to a 


man I had never ſeen. © Pho! Pho! F 
© child, faid ſhe, © theſe things happen | 
© every day—you are old enough. for | 


a huſband, I warrant you.” 


Thus fituated, he tay of my nup- | 
tials came, and a man old enough to | 
be my grandfather, was introduced | 
to meas a bridegroom. All my paſ- | 
fions were ſtagnated, or rather their | 
_ quick revolution prevented any de- | 
monſtrating their effets: however, in- | 
dignation at length gained the aſcen- | 
dant ; it roſe to ſuch a height I did |. 

| not : 


F 
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2? not receive him with common com- 
7 plaifance. But let me no longer dwell 

'* upon that melancholy day, which 

| preſents me with all my complicated 

miſery at one view. Imagine me the 

i moſt wretched of my ſex; tied to age 
| and infirmity, avarice and Jealouſy. 


' T brought him twenty thouſand 
j pounds, and he did not allow me ne- 
. ceſfaries : every man under fifty, that 
| looked at me, was a nval, 
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| CHAP. 1v. 


Conti, tinuation of the lady' s hiſtory, which I 
points out the fatal effetts of gaming, 
and” the caution that ſhould be uſed 71 | | 


* creating any debts upon that account ; 


with the artifices of a jealous buſband 1 


ond a frevendea lover. 


<& H U S fettered did I drag on 
four whole years of an unhappy} 
life, and for the firſt time did he pro- | 


_ poſe me ſome recreation. ©* My dear, 


aid he, *© ſhould not you like to go 
© down to B—h this ſeaſon ? its my 
© belief the waters would diſlipate 
* that melancholy that hangs uponÞ 
©you.” I was charmed with his 
kindneſs, and began to entertain | 
ſome regard for a man, that I had ; 
ever yet looked upon as my perſecutor, 
His generoſity was equal to his good 
nature, Þ 
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nl 
2? nature, for he preſented me with a_ 
7 hundred pound bill to bear my ex- 
2} pences, and told me he would fur- 
niſh me with more if I wanted it. I 
| needed not many arguments to per- 
ſuade me to take this journey, if only 
his abſence had been the incentive; 
but I alſo flattered myſelf with ſome 
vleaſure from the agreeableneſs of the 
place and its novelty, and was alfo 
in hopes the waters might prove as 
falutary as he ſaid. 


In a word I came to B-—h, and 
paſſed ten days in greater comfort than 
any theſe five years have produced. 
At the end of that time, a gentieman 
' addreſſed himſelf to me, enquired 
| after my father's health, and enter- 
| tained me with many particulars of 
the family ; to whom I behaved with 
all the Poutonsis I was miſtreſs of, 

D 2 The 
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| 0 H A P. IV. 4 
Continuation of the lady's hiftory, which þ : 
- points out the fatal effetts of gaming, | 
' and” the caution that ſhould be uſed in| 
' creating any debts upon that account ; | 

with the artifices of a jealous buſband | 
and a frerenges lover. | 


HUS fettered did I FRE on | 

& four whole years of an unhappy} 
life, and for the firſt time did he pro-| 
poſe me ſome recreation. * My dear, | 
faid he, © ſhould not you like to go 
© down to B—h this ſeaſon ? its my 
© belief the waters would diflipate 
* that melancholy that hangs upon 
©you.” I was charmed with his Þ 
kindneſs, and began to entertain 
ſome regard for a man, that I had . 
ever yet looked upon as my perſecutor. | 
His generoſity was equal to his good Þ 
Nature, 


% 
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nature, for he preſented me with a 
hundred pound bill to bear my ex- 


-: pences, and told me he would fur- 
- niſh me with more if I wanted it. I 
: needed not many arguments to per- 
' ſuade me to take this journey, if only 


his abſence had been' the incentive; 


but alfo flattered myſelf with ſome 


meaſure from the agreeableneſs of the 
place and its novelty, and was alfo 
in hopes the waters might prove as 


ſalutary as he ſaid. 


In a word I came to BP-—h, and. 


paſſed ten days in greater comfort than 


any theſe five years have produced. 
At the end of that time, a gentleman 
addrefſed himſelf to me, enquired 
after my father's health, and enter- 
tained me with many particulars of 


the family ; to whom I behaved with 


all the politeneſs I was miltreſs of. 
D--2 The 
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The next day he propoſed a party at 3 
piquet —and in a few hours I won a © 
hundred and twenty guineas of him, 


He did not pay me till next day, 
when he waited upon me with it, and | 
aſked me if I were diſpoſed to renew | 
the party. The fight of ſo much mo- | 


| ney intoxicated me, and the defire | 


of gain, and of being able to get out | 
_ of my huſband's niggardly clutches, | 
when I ſhould have occaſion for the 
bagatelles of a woman's dreſs, ſo far | 
_ prevailed over me, that, without the | 
thoughts of my former ſucceſs, I- 
' ſhould have been induced to have 
given him his revenge. 


Cards were called for, from which 
we did not ſtir till midnight : the 
fore part of the evening furniſhed a 
variety of ſucceſs ; but at laſt I loſt 

every | 
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every game, and my betts being 
' doubled with my ill lack, I was in- 
* debted to him four hundred Pounds. 
He very politely told me, he deſired 
\ I might not put myſelf to any incon- 
| venience ; and as, perhaps, I might 
want caſh, he would not then accept 


' of any part of the money. This gen- 


: tee] behaviour gained upon me valtly, 
_ andthough I loſt four hundred pounds, 
| TI could not help looking upon myſelf 


| as a hundred and twenty guineas in 


pocket, imagining the next night I 
' might retrieve my ill fortune. 


But the next evening returned with 
my bad luck, and inſtead of regain- 
| Ing what I had loft, I doubled it ; for 
which 1 gave him a note, without 
refleting upon the impracticableneſs 
| of my acquitting It, and without in- 
\ forming my kulband, whom I could 
D-4 _ not 
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not imagine would condeſcend to ſuch | 
an indulgence. 


From this moment the family | 
friend commenced a lover, and the | 
more I oppoſed his paſſion, and re- | 
monſtrated my deteſtation of a man, 
who could ſuppoſe me unfaithful to | 
my conjugal vow, the more did he | 
perſevere in ſolliciting my favours. My | 
indignation kept pace with his pre- 
tended paſſion, and I at length gave | 
him ſuch a rebuf}, that his abſence oc- þ 

calioned me great uneaſineſs, on ac- 

_ count of the note, which I was a»- | 
prehenfive he might pay away in re- 
venge for my unkindneſs ; when I re- 
ccived the following letter. 

« MADAM, | 

" 32 is not my diſpoſition to give 
the leaſt uneaſineſs to any part oi F 
* your lex; ſo far from it, my greateſt þ 
by telicity 
3. 
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« felicity would be in making them 
« all, and more particularly yourſelf, 
« happy. But it is my misfor- 
< tune to be deteſted by you... - 


Z © You know, Madam, TI have it in 
« my power to avenge myſelf of your 


« unkind treatment. If you will make 
« me the happieft man on earth to 


« night, I will deſtroy the note before 


 * your face, —— If I receive no an- 


« (wer, I ſhall negociate it to-mor- 
© roW:- 


This letter threw me into the great- 


_ eſt conſternation : — the more I re- 
| fleted, the more I was diſtracted.— 


I ſaw inevitable deſtruction on the one 


hand ; on the other the ſacrifice of 


my honour. "Thus was I ruminating, 


when he knocked at my door, and 


without FOguring whether or no 
I was 
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I was wiſble, .came in. This effron- | 
tryin a man who hitherto had re- | 


_ ceived nothing but marks of my in- | 


dignation, ſtaggered me more than | 4 


all his former conduct. 
He renewed his ſollicitations with a 
ſeeming conviction of ſucceſs and au- 


thority. He obſerved, it were need- | 
leſs in him to aſſure me'of his ſecrecy, | 
ſince the knowledge of the affair muſt | 


inevitably terminate in his own ruin; 


and that he was apprehenſive, and not | 


_ without reaſon, thatmy huſband would 
cerainly turn me out of doors, as ſoon 
as the note ſhould be preſented to him 
for payment. 


In this dilemma, in this moſt un- 
happy ſituation, 1s it ſurpriſing that a 
woman, a frail weak woman, ſhould 


prefer ſecret diſhonour to immediate | 


Ceſtruc- ; 


3 
4 


| 
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33 


7 man genteel, young, and generous— 
' I [nftead of an old debilitated miſer 
: whom I deteſted ? In ſhort,-one debt 


| of honour was acquitted at the Pr ice 


| go my whole ſtock. 


. 
x 
” 
p 


He left me early in the morning 


"to meditate upon the ſacrifice I had 


| made, and in the midſt of my reve- 
"ries, I eſpied a paper which he had 
 dropt out of his pocket, and which 
- upon peruſing proved a letter, wrote 


| by my huſband, conceivedpretty nearly 
as follows : 


iO x R, 
"HE progreſs you have dear: 


made in this affair, gives me 
© preat ſatisfaction, and as a proof 


|* thereof, I here incloſe you a bill 


F- upon Mr. **#* fora hundred pounds, 
| <« payable 
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ec *« payable at fight. Iam glad to hear 
© you have bribed her ſervants ; that | 
© will be a means of ſoon bringing a | 
« civorce to bear. You muſt puſh the | 
« point as faſt as you can, as her fa- | 
« ther is taken ill, and propoſes ſend- | 
« ing for her, which may fruſtrate | 
* our plan, = : 
"MT am, Cc.” 


What was my aſtoniſhment at the 

_ diſcovery of this ſcene of villainy, you| 
may more eafily imagine, than I can} 
expreſs —Horror —grief—remorſe—| 
deteſtation ! moved me by turns. | 


In the midſt of this anguiſh, af 
meſſenger from my truly perfidious| 
lover waited upon me, to enquire 1iÞ 
he had dropt no paper in his viſit ? At 
another time I ſhould have had re-ſ 
flexion enough to have retained thc 
letter 


CW 
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! Ictter, and by that means demon- 
grate his infamy to the world. But 


* when you conſider what a diſordered 
b | ſtate my mind mult have then been 
| in, you will not be aſtoniſhed at my 
| | inconſiderate conduct, in returning 
| him my huſband's s honeſt epiſtle. 


Io fine, my huſband ſued for a di- 


- vorce, which he obtained, and my 
- father will not ſee me, or give me 
_ any aſſiſtance. Theſe very apartments 
| I made fo free with were in my occu- 
| pation ; but ſince my diſtreſſes I have 
| been obliged to quit them for a gar- 
| ret in the ſame houſe ; and being in- 
| formed by your ſervants, you would 
* not return this week, I took the 1i- 
| berty of drefling myſelf in your cham- 
| ber,—T hope you will excuſe my im- 
" pertinence, and not blame your ſer- 
vants for the intruſion.” 


Miſs 
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Miſs Fanny was greatly affeted at | 
her misfortunes, forced her to accept | | 
of a twenty pound note, and promuſed b 
her ſervants ſhould not receive any 
marks of her diſapprobation upon ac- | 
count of the lady, whom ſhe ſolli- 
cited to make free with her apart- | 
ments whenever ſhe ſhould have oc-| 
cafion for them. But having inform- 
ed her of the impoſition they were 
privy to the day before, ſhe immedi-| 
ately diſcarded them all. | 


a hate L 


CHAP, 


% 


| who was ſo unexpectedly ſurpriſed in 


Miſs Fanny's apartments, (and whom 
| we ſhall henceforward call Mrs. Ste- 
\ vens) gained ſo much upon our he- 
- roine, that this unforeſeen acquaint- 
|| ance ſoon cemented the ſtrifteſt inti- 
\ macy. Fanny could not live an hour 
without Mrs. Stevens, who ſeemed 
equally ſedulous to prevent any ſepa- | 
tion. Fanny's ſituation in life debar- 
: red her from an intercourſe with the 
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CHAP. V. 


Fanny” Santi macy with the lady whoſe nar- 
rative is given in the preceding chap- 
ters, and its conſequences. Her fur- 
ther condutt during her reſidece at 
B—hb, and the cauſe of her quitting 
it, and ſetting out for London, 


\H E agrecable converſation and 
enteel behaviour of the lady, 


FE .-.- Elevated 
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clevated part of her ſex, which ſhe | 
ſo much envied : and Mrs. Stevens's 


faux-pas, and diſtreſſed circumſtances, 


were equally obſtacles to the conti- 
nuance of that acquaintance, which 
her birth, fortune, education and be- 
| haviour ſo juſtly entitled her to, S1- 
milar misfortunes often produce mu- 


tual friendſhip : adverſity is the knot. 


of amity: proſperity and death are | 


both furniſhed with its ſcythe. 


Mrs. Stevens was no longer the gar-| 
retteer we found her in the foregoing | 
chapter : an apartment upon the ſame| 
floor with Fanny's was provided for} 
| her; and our heroine's cloaths were 
as much uſed by Mrs. Stevens as by| 


herſelf. 


With this intimate Fanny had an| 
opportunity of going in public, where 
a ingle 


a ſingle woman could not find acceſs : 
and though their reputations might be 


male world, the men, who examine 
nat women's characters with that ma- 
| lignant eye which their ſex never fail 


| long ſequeſtered from the public eye; 
rival. 
admirers was not apparently diminiſh- 


 .d, If Sir Thomas Flighty was gone 


\ to town for better advice, Lord Ram- 


' monds in a bracelet, was the firſt to- 
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ſullied ſo as to prevent any imme- 
diate intercourſe with the polite fe- 


to uſe, ſoon deſcried that. beauty Il 
Mrs. Stevens, which had been fo 


and ſhe was pronounced Fanny's only 


However, the train of our heroine's 


ble ſupplied his place, and would have 
went as great lengths to demonſtrate 
his paſſion. His pifture fet in dia- 


ken of his flame. Unfortunately it 
+ #1 
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fell into Mr. Eaſy” $ hands, whoſe jea- 

louſy was ſoon ronſed, but who had 

prudence enough to let F anny remain 
Ignorant of the diſcovery. : 


Whether Fanny began to incline to- | 
wards Sir Thomas Flighty's argument, 
which he uſed in the poſt-chaiſe ; or 
whether Mr. Eaſy's complaiſance to 
. Mrs. Stevens had rendered her gallant 
| leſs agreeable, it 1s difficult to deter- 
mine; but the encouragement Fanny | 
gave to Lord Ramble, notwithitand- 
ing all Eaſy's diſimulation, made a 
viſible change in his behaviour, His 
viſits were leſs frequent and ſhorter : 
he ſeldom paſſed a night with her, 
and when he did, he retired as ſoon 
as it was light, This could not fail 
piquing Fanny's pride ; and as the wo- 
men ſeldom let neglect go unrevenged, 
Lord Ramble found her leſs obdurate 
every time he faw her. 


Eaſy, 


Eaſy, who had his emiſlaries, was 


| informed of every appointment Fanny 
' made with my lord, and in propor-_ 


tion to their number his viſits decreaſ- 
ed.—A week ſometimes paſſed with- 


out Eaſy's appearance at Fanny's lodg- 


ings. She was ripe for revolt, when 


[4 Eaſy ſent her a billet, which ſhe had 


wrote to Lord Ramble, and which 
| nad fallen into his hands, with the 
_ following letter : 


« Mapam, 


© Should have wrote an anſwer to | 
your incloſed billet ſooner, if I 


© had not been inclined to convince 
_* myſelf of the reality of your incli- 
© nations. 


* Inconſtancy in a woman 1s fo 


'* very repugnant to every thing that 
6c © looks like love, that he muſt be a 
£3 ** fool 
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©« fool indeed, who, after the diſcovery, , 
* can ſupport an alliance with one, | 
* that declares him, by her aCtions, | 


® incapable of making good his en- | 
Es * gagements, 


ha It is time, Madam, to terminate | 
&* our intimacy, and reſign you wholly | 
"y to Lord Ramble. 


« EASY, | 


Fanny was ſomewhat affe&ed with | 
this letter at firſt, as it evinced hisÞ 
acquaintance of her intrigue : butÞ 
when ſhe found his attachment to} 
Mrs. Stevens made a noiſe every 
where, ſhe thought her intimacy with | 
Lord Ramble opportunely occurred, to 
give credit to her being the firſt who 
broke the alliance with Mr. Eaſy;Þ 
and the opinion of the world ſupport-F 
ed her pride by this belief, | 

OS She 


' ings, and Lord Ramble convinced her 
| Xx thoſe joys, which Mr. Eaſy had 
' only made her i imagine. The Fiend 
ſhip between Fanny and Mrs. Ste- 
 vens did not diſcontinue, ſhe looking 
| on this ſtep in that lady as taken thro” 


\ neceſflity ; which there was much rea- 
| fon to believe, ſince Mr. Eaſy was old 
enough to have been her father, and 
| the had ſo much exclaimed againſt 
- antient huſbands. Fanny {till triumph- 
| ed in her ſuperior conqueſts ; and Mrs, 
| Stevens, though her rival, gained ſome: 
| contempt by accepting her diſcarded 
' lover, whoſe reſentment roſe to that 
| pitch, that, if Lord Ramble had not 
| been his particular patron, the effuſion 
| of ſome blood muſt have been the 
| conſequence, 
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| She immediately changed her lodg- 


Fanny, 


ey 
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Fanny, who improved every op- | 


portunity of inſtruction, had not Toft | | 
| by her acquaintance with Mrs, Stevens. 1 
All the ruſticity of a noſegay girl, | | 
or a B&th-ring ſeller, was ſoftened | } 
into that eaſy deportment, which is j 
peculiar to thoſe who .move in the || 
moſt elevated ſphere, without that le- | z 
 vity or audacity, which moſt women | 
of her ſtzmp conſtrue into a degage|j 
unconſtrained behaviour. It is not} 


at all ſurpriſing then, that ſhe had by 


this time initiated herſelf into the com- | | 
pany of all the men of quality; orſe 
that the demi-reps of faſhion ſhould 1 


ſubmit to ſpeak to her. 


, Eaſy was greatly mortified at ho | 
regard ſhe obtained, He before had | 


the vanity to imagine every politeneſs 
 ſhewn her was upon his account :; but 
- when he was convinced her own ſu- 
- | perior 


[4 
[ 
| 
| 
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 perior merit procured it, he was ſtung 
| | the very ſoul at being rivalled in 
ſuch an object. He would now with 
| pleaſure have recanted his letter, to 
| have only had the appearance of be- 
ing her fole enamorato. He would 
have been even glad to recover her 
at the price of his dear Mrs. Stevens, 
to whoſe charms he was far from be- 
ig inſenſible. But Fanny would liſten 
© no new overtures from him : ſhe 
tejedted them all with diſdain. From 
[this moment he commenced her de- 
[Elared enemy, and every ill office in 
If power he now did her, with as 
much fatisfaftion, as before he hade 
been happy i in ſerving her, 


I 2-18 


| All his unkindneſs could not quench 
[in Fanny's breaſt the embers of that 
gratitude, \ which ſhone with ſuch ſu- 
- [perior luſtre, when Sir Thomas Flighty 
4; with 


| 
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with all his art endeavoured to extin-| 
guiſh it. If ſhe proved inconſtant to! 
him, his behaviour to her rival firſt} 
rouſed her pride ; his coldneſs to het 
piqued her vanity ; and lord Ramble';| 
_ perſon, title and fortune, ſecured the| 
 deſerter from Eaſy's banner to his own | 
ſervice. 


| Ely" S generoſity was quite eclipſed] | 

by Lord Ramble's bounty — She noff 
only outſhone the moſt brilliant uf 
beauty and dreſs, but alſo in retinue.—| 
What in this life is not tranſitory} 
—a ſudden fever carried off Lord 
Ramble, and left Fanny without any 
proviſion. —Accuſtomed to live ele 
gant, ſo ſhe ſtill continued, as long 
as her trinkets and other eftects would 
produce the means, 


Her pride would let her ſubmit to 
no offers beneath what ſhe had beforp 
| accepted ; 


vl 


T E 


<< 
| 
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accepted; or elſe that ls which 


ſoon overtook her, would eafily have 


been foiled. Eaſy now had an oppor-_ 
 tunity of triumphing in turn : — the | 


\ monarch of B-h proved a tyrant to 
| his abdicated miſtreſs. She could find 
admittance no where. Her dreſs was 
ſoon a ſecond barrier to her appear- 
_ance in public; and ſhe reſolved to 


4 'remain no longer in a place, where, 


with her proſperity, ſhe had loſt all 
| her acquaintance. She looked upon 
Sir Thomas Flighty ſtill as her own. 
! She could not conceive that ſuch a re- 
 yolution in her conduc, with reſpect 
\ to Eaſy, without his being the pre- 
| ferred object, could cool the inordi- 


| \ nacy of Sir Thomas's flame : that her. 


by 
| and applying to him as a laſt reſource, 


to 
mp 


il 


loſs of Lord Ramble, her indigence, 


| would deſtroy all pretence to his be- 
[8 her choice, In ſhort, ſhe did not 
ſuggeſt 


L ſupgeſt that even ſix months abſence 2 


a few weeks before, as the moſt diff 
agreeable adventure that could occur}. 
but at preſent ſhe looked . upon it it. 


| the price of her conveyance, ſhe pack } 


as 


as _ Menetes of the celebrated 


and a variety of miſtreſles, with F 1 
theſe circumſtances againſt her, coul( 
render Sir Thomas a "oy philoſopher 


A journey to London in a  flage| . 
coach would have appeared to Fanny] 


a quite different light. Glad to muſtef 


ed up her all, and took a pe! in th 


Cc Har| 


; Th 


F travelli ng d: iſh, aithout any  force- 


«+ 5 
| 
=, 


| this was the middle of April, ſhe was 
} much ſurpriſed on being waked by 


Ct. 4A 
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meat ; cooked according to the rules 


of incident, and fuited to all OO ; 
palates. 


H E N the morning begin to 


dawn, about four o'clock, for 


an extraordinary jolt, to find herſelf 
* ſtuffed in a coach between an old 
1 

L ' mealman and a young fellow, who, 
| by his appearance, was a coxcomb : 
and facing her an officer, who ap- 
. proached his grand climacteric ; a mid-_ 
| dle aged decent looking woman, and 
a young girl. The jolt that had waked 
Fanny, had not operated ſo ſtrongly 
| upon any of her fellow-travellers, ſo 


that ſhe had an opportunity of exa- 
| = Fo mining 


'ro AMemorrs of the celebrated 
mining their phyſiognomies ; and cu- | 
riofity naturally leading her, who for Þ 
_ the firſt time was in a ſtage-coach, to 
_ conſider what ſort of company ſhe} 
had got into. There was no great} 
difficulty in defining that the offi-Þ 
cer was a ſubaltern, for his blue} 
worſted ſtockings, and greaſy red} 
| breeches, denoted him of inferiorÞ 
rank. The meal - man gave moreÞ 
proof than ſhe required to her cloaths 
of his profeflion ; and ſhe was con-ff 
ſidering the phiz of the gentleman 
upon her left hand, when he unex- 
 pectedly cried out, © By G—d, I wentf 
< with the caſter, and that was forſf 
* E.” What the jolt had not effected! 
' this ſudden exclamation accompliſhed; 
and every one's eyes, except the 
 beau's, were open in a moment, ſtar-P 
ing at each other, whilſt he till con- 
tinued profound in fleep. Not a word 
had 
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| had yet been ſaid, the ws of the 


| ' exclamation not being got over, when 
a volley of oaths introduced, « D—n 
| © my ſoul, Sir, I've loſt every bett to. 
\ © night, and T won't be cheated by 


; « {uch a ſcoundrel.? 


The ſon of Mars could contain 


| himſelf no longer ; but giving the fop 


p a great puſh, waked him with, © Sir, 
| © What do you mean? —By G—d, I 


Ln 


ſerved in all queen Anne's wars, and 


| © never was ſo affronted in my life. 


A 


Sir, d—n me, I muſt have fatisfac- 


| © tion; fo come out.” 


The dormant ſpeaking gentleman 


began to wipe his eyes, whilſt the of- 


ficer continued, © No trifling, Sir; T. 
* was at the battle of Ramullies, and 
© have killed fifty in a minute that 
* never affronted me half fo much. 

F-2 © Z—ds, 
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* mean? * Mean, Sir ! ( replied 


© the fop) What the devil do you | | 
—* Inf! 
© the ſtage-coach to London, (faid | 


© mean? Where am 1?”. 


© the officer) affronting a gentleman, 


© an officer, by G—d; Sir, a man of | 


* honour, that never took an affront 
* in all his born days. 


* how the devil could I affront you, 
* when I have been aſleep 'till you 


\ 


© the inn ff ——*. Z 


ds, on, 


| (cried the officer) © you called me | 


« ſcoundrel ; the company heard it; 


© and whether you were aſleep or | 
* awake, I don't care, I muſt have | 


© ſatisfaction.” 


The veteran officer had alrtady | 


got up; and drawing his ſword, 


whilit | 


-ds, Sir, what do. you 73 


COOLANT TITER; 


are raving ſure; (anſwered the fop) | 


waked me, ever fince we came from | 
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I whilt the coachman FRRIER think- 
7 ing that ſomething ailed the carriage, 
: he profited of the opportunity to get 
out, and took the fop by the collar, 
telling him, that he muſt come out. 
too, or elſe he would take him by the 
noſe. The officer deſcended firſt, and 
 brandiſhing his ſword, made ſeveral 
lounges, crying, © Here I have the 
_ *{coundrel ; —there I ſhew day-light 
© through the raſcal.” The fop having 
| alighted, aſked him what fatisfa&tion 
| herequired. © Fight me immediately,” 
| faid the officer. © With what ?' aſked 
' | the beau. © With your ſword, to be 
| © ſure,” replied the veteran.—* Here I 
| fam in poſition : hah ! hah !' (loung- 
; | ing at the ſame time) © Why don't you 
.*come on?” © I have no ſword,” faid 
.* the fop. * Zounds Sir!” cried the 
jonenr, * do you trifle with me ? Why 
k ad not you ſay ſo at firſt ? this 1s tra-. 
4 F 3 | : * velling 
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« velling with plebeians! a man of ho- | 

© honour may be affronted, and be | 
© obliged to take up with it for half an | 

© hour. —Sir, I had rather travel with- | 

_ © out myſhirt, than without my ſword.” 
The fop got into the coach again, | 
telling him, the firſt inn they came to] 
would Farnith them with ſwords and 

' piſtols too, if there were occaſion for| 

| them.' The honeſt mealman, after| 
they were reſeated, expoſtulated with| 
| the officer, ſaying, © As for his part| 
© he did not pretend to decide points 
* of honour; but if all duels wer 
* fought with as little reaſon as this| 

© he begged pardon; but could nop 

© believe your men of honour had on{ 

* grain more of ſenſe than himſelf. 

© for- Sir, (addreſſing himſelf to thg. 
officer) * it is all a miſtake from thq# 

li © beginning to the end : — that genf 
RR. * tleman (pomUng to the fop) was faÞ} 
* aſleerl 
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1 « aſleep, and what he faid was cer- 
© tainly in a dream.'— © Z—ds, Sir,” 
(replied the veteran) © what is that to 
\ © me, without he will go to ſleep again, 
\ * and giveme ſatisfaction in his dream?” 
\ This unintended pleaſantry had ſo good 
an effec, that it was with difticulty 
\ anyof the company could refrain from 
laughing ; for even the officer himſelf 
nad almoſt brought his mouth to a. 
: ſmile, when the fop told him, © he had 
© © no objection againſt making him any 
\ © reaſonable ſatisfaction when awake, 


* if he could prove he had given him 
* any affront.” Theſe preliminaries 
being ſettled, and the beau being in- 
formed that he had called ſomebody 
ſcoundrel in his ſleep, he was adviſed 
to recolle& his dream. After ſome 


pauſe, he acquainted the company, 


* that he dreamt he was betting his 
© laſt hve pounds at the E. O. table. 
and 
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«and a man wanted to cheat him; | 
© but (continued he) I had no more | 
© thought of any one in this coach, | 
© than if I had been a thouſand miles 
© off, If I have given any offence to [1 
© that gentleman, (meaning the officer) _ 
© I ask his pardon. . The red-coat 
| ſeemed ſatisfied with this, and only 
Informed the ſpark, © that he always | 
« ſupported the character of a brave 
© officer, and would not begin now to |. 
« brook any thing that might be con- || 
« ſtrued into an affront; for though |! 
| © he had only a pair of colours, he had | 


; . © ſerved fifty years in the army, and | 
; * always had the commendation of his| 
| © ſuperior officers.” 
f | 
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'7 be courage of a martial hero exemplifi- 
ed, in his philoſophical reſignation to 
| the will of a highwayman, and his 
panic at the apprehenſion of reſeeing 
him ; with the uncommon ſcene that 


the expreſſion of hts fear produced. 


Y this time the coach arrived at 
7 the inn, where the paſlengers a- 
, lighted ; when nothing material oc- 
1| curred, without the diſcovery of the 
y elderly lady's profeſſion, and the young 
's| 0ne being her apprentice in quality of a 
diilliner, by the loſs of a band-box, 
£ean receive that conſtruction. 


| 


# The coach reſumed. the fon. of 
Wars entertained his fellow-travellers _ 
"With his exploits and great atchieve- 
3 ments 
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ments at the battles of Blenheim, Ou- | 
denard and Wynendael; and juſt as | 


he had routed the French at Ta- 


nieres, a highwayman came up to the 
_ coach, and preſenting a piſtol to his | 

| breaſt, demanded his money, which | 
was very readily given him ; and the| 

_ colleQor eſpying his ſilver-hilted ſword, | 
ordered him to deliver that, which hel 
alſo obeyed. The highwayman then| 

. _ raiſed contributions upon the reſt of| 
the company, who gave him what| 
they pleaſed ; and Mr. Drill was thel 
laſt he waited upon. As ſoon as the| 
highwayman was rode off, captain| 
=. 
© Sir, have you let him go? I though : 


* you would have ſtopt him, or elſe he| | 


Swagger cried to the fop, © Z— 


- © ſhould not have eſcaped me.—If [| 
* had my (word, I would after him F 


* and let the ſcoundrel know, that off 
« ftcers, men of arms, are not to by 
: robbed. 


| t robbed in this manner.” 


Ws TOM 
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AX Ah! 
© indeed captain, (replied Mrs. Plait 


© the milliner) I am ſurprized you let 
: © him rob you—lo great a warrior, 
[ and fo valiant a man !—I wiſh you 
| © had fancied him one of the French 
[1 | cat Tanieres, I ſhould have ſaved all 


* my new faſhioned toys.” 


 * Why lookye, captain, (urged the 


'% Means: you ſha'nt want for arms; 
ut F 


* here are a brace of piſtols charged, 


*if you have a mind to purſue ; and 


*in caſe you ſhould be wounded, Tl 


| * carry you to the houſe of a tenant of 
\ © mine, within three miles of here, 


. | and you ſhall be taken care of.” 


* Sir, (replied the veteran) do you 


j r imagine Im afraid of my perſon, or 


my "Uife ?—Z——ds, I might have 


a 8 9. killed twenty times, if I had 


Y * not 
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© not had the good luck to eſcape; but |? 
© he is gone too far to overtake him | 
* upon the road ; may-be we ſhall | 
< meet him at the inn, and then you}. 


© ſhall ſee if I am afraid of my life.” 


The meal-man put up his piſtols a-| 
' eain, as he found there would be no|. 
uſe for them; and the company grew|. 
very melancholy upon their loſſes ; ſof 
| that the coach ſtopt for dinner, when| 

they were all nodding, except Captain| 


Swagger, the old enſign, who conti- 


nued curling and damning under his} 
teeth at the ſcoundrel that had robbed} 


him. 


When the REY put up for thel 
night, they all retired to bed very| 
ſoon, except the officer, who fat} 


drinking in the kitchen, with the cu- 


rate of the pariſh, and the landlord, 
about! 
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i 1 about two in the morning FR ale be- 


1 gan to operate, whilſt they were exa- 


| mining ſome fowling pieces of the 


| landlord, and Swagger was wiſhing 
| he had had one of them with him that 
| day, the raſcal of a highwayman 
ſhould not have robbed him, there 


} was a knocking at the gate, and a 
gentleman alighted, who was dreſſed 
in a blue ſurtout coat, as was the col- 
le&tor who robbed the coach, whom 
. | Swagger eſpying, dropt his picce, and 
ran up the gallery, crying hre! fire! 
; fire! 1 


This could not fail a all the 
: Bhs in the inn, who made the 
ſhorteſt way into the yard. The meal-_ 
\ man, finding theſtairs obſtructed, came 
'the neareſt way, and dropt down from 
'the gallery, without hurting himſelf; 


:but unfortunately the pariſh curate 
G6 being 
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being underneath, was knocked down, 


which might eafily have been done, | 
without ſo great a weight as the meal- | 
_ man's, the ale having thrown the pre- 
ponderance of his body greatly to-| 
wards his head, When a light came, | 
the vicar was found in a moſt lament-| 
able ſprawling ſituation, giving up,| 
not his own ghoſt, but that of his] 
ſupper, and ſwearing a prayer at its | 


departure from his body. 


Fanny, in the buſtle of oetting Sowa L 
the gallery ſtairs, parted with what! 
ſmall covering ſhe had roſe from bed} 
with, and reſembled the Venus off 
Medicis. The fop, who had a great]; 


] 


regard for his complexion, and had} 
taken two hours to cold-cream his, 
face, in order to prevent heats, andy 


had been *till then laying upon his} 
back, for fear of rubbing it off, was} 


brough 
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7 brought amongſtthe group iy this out- _ 
| cry, his face in pickle, and his head 
akin round with blankets to ſoak the 
* cream as it deſcended. A farmer's 
E | daughter, who had eloped from her 
| father's, was going up to London in. 
| the waggon to make her fortune, and 
J who ſaw no impediment to it, but the. 
| redneſs of her arms, for the bleaching 
of which, ſhe tied them together every 
-night, and faſtened the rope to the 
|teſter of her bed, and there kept them 
| ſuſpended, had doubled the knot in 
"the hurry, and brought down teſter, 
curtains and all, which were no ſmall 
Impediment to the paſſage down the 
'|pallery ſtairs. Mrs. Plait the milliner ml 
had taken the moſt valuable of her by 
5 Fmall band-boxes in the fore part of 4,,,- | 
" er ſhift, and all the way ſhe run 534: it 
along the gallery, which by this time 
had become very light by the number 
gi 04 of 


"- x 
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of candles and links in the yard, the 
ſtrength of imagination operated ſo far, 


that ſhe cried out, keeping faſt hold ; 
of her ſhift, and wringing her hands, | 
© Good lord! was there ever ſuch a! 
* ſight !—was there ever ſuch a fight !| 
Tt was ſome time before the real caulc| 
and nature of this diſturbance could be| 
underſtood, when every one was 
aſhamed to be found in the ſituation} 
the accident had thrown them ; but,|- 
above all, two ladies, who with their} 
huſbands were going to Bath, and who}. 
in their confuſion miſtook each other's] 
room ; ſo that when the gentlemen| 
returned to their reſpective apart-| 
ments they had changed wives ; which 
diſcovery, however, the huſbands did[; 
not make 'till they roſe, though weſt 
may reaſonably conclude the ladies 
had perceived a difference ſome hours 


before, fince it is to be ſuppoſed that] 
_ the! 


1 
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thc coldneſs of the night, added to the 


L accident which occaſioned their rifing, 
"muſt have induced them to cuddle ſor 
\ mutual warmth ; and as one of the. 
gentlemen was about ſix ſeet two 
-anches, and made ſo much in propor- 
tion that he was called the modern 
<colofſus, and the other ſcarce the 
middle fize, and very puny : but 
q though they bartercd horns that morn- 
ing, the editor has not learnt that 
thoſe of the colofſus were larger than 


the pigmy's. This mittake would not 
have been made public, if the cham- 
bermaid, who perhaps envied the 1a- 
dies their good fortune in cuckolding 


. 3.2 
td 
4 


their huſbands, without their being 
@ble to find fault, had not entered their 
velt hambers bcfſore the gentlemen were 
a and blabbed it in every room in 
1c inn before breakfaſt, 


G3 CHAP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


 Wherein the reader is acquainted with| | 


Fanny's condue? upon ber arrival 7 ink 
London. : 


T HE novelty of ſuch a ſcene as}. 
this metropolis rendered it a| 
new world to Fanny. She fancied 
Where there was ſuch an appearance| 
of wealth, ſome might beeafily acquired, 
However, ſhe made enquiry after Sir 
Thomas Flighty, and having learnt thep 
place of his reſidence, ſhe wrote to him, 
to acquaint him with her arrival unÞ 
town, but ſhe received no anſwer ; aþ 
ſecond epiſtle produced no better < | 
fect. At length, upon applying in per-| 
fon, ſhe was acquainted he was gone 
down to his ſeat. Whether his abſence 
from town was feigned, we ſhall not ; 
enquire 
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Lenquire into ; but Fanny's preſent ne- 


1 Wcedity obliged her to have recourſe to 


Mrs. Softing, who, upon ſeeing fo 
agreeable a girl, preſently furniſhed 


|{her one of her houſes, not far from 
the Haymarket, and procured her a 
waiting - job chariot, recommending 


her at the ſame time to her mercer for 
what cloaths ſhe might want. 


Fanny thus ſituated, imagined in 
this emporium of commerce, that 
| ſomething might be obtained in an ho- 


 nourable way. She had heard of ex- 


| traordinary lucrative matches without 
| many pretenſions to beauty ; for this 


4 


| reaſon her early thoughts in town 


: were upon matrimony. She had ma- 
| ny offers, ſome of ſettlements, others 
of pecuniary preſents ; but ſhe refuſed 


| them all, having her eye upon a mer-_ 


| chanr S ſon, whom ſhe flattered her- 
ſelf 
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ſelf ſhe had charms enough to make 
an honourable conqueſt of. 


The youth, raviſhed with the eX- 
peRation of out-rivalling ſo many fine 
fellows as daily and nightly attended 
her in public, would have thrown the 


riches of Aſia at her feet, if he had | 
been poſſeſſed of them ; as it was, he | 
exhauſted his parental pittance in trin- Þ 
kets and baubles, which he was charm- | 
ed to ſee her accept of, and which the þ 
was obliged to turn into ready money | 
at a great diſadvantage for Immediate | 


neceſlaries. 


He dreſſed beyond any cit, talked 


of her equipage as his own, and was 


the envy of all her followers; they | 
thought him the happy man upon his | 
own terms, whilſt he was to be their Þ 
rival at the price of her huſband. He, | 

fluſhed 
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uſhed with his ſucceſs, imagined 


every ſucceeding night would conſe- 
crate his bliſs, whilſt ſhe (till with. 


ond reſerve found ſome excuſe to 
| baffle the completion of his wiſhes. 
Thus did he dangle 'till ſhe found her 


credit exhauſted. But ſhe preferred 


"being a merchant's wife to a peer's 
| 'miſtreſs. She reſolved to make an at- 
| tack upon him with all the artillery of 
Þ| love, which ſhe erected under the yet 
| maſked battery of NEUIony: 


= 


The country's vernal face, the me- 


lody of warblers, the ſympathy of 
{bleating lambs, rural groves, and other 
ſylvan Tcenes, are great auxiliaries to 
; | the tender paſſion. A tete a tete 
party to Richmond gave rife to many 
; | ſoft, tender wiſhes in the young cit. 
'* My dear Fanny, (would he cry) 
p why do you trifle thus with my paſ- 


* fon ? 
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© fon? Have I not ſighed long enough 4 
© at your feet, and proved the reality} 
© of my flame > —Prithee make thiz 

* night witneſs of our fond love, and[ 


s of our bliſs * FE 


By Fanny's ſighs ſhe meant to tel- i 
tity her fondneſs; by her ſilence, the 
conſent of her inclination. But when 
he prefſed her till cloſer to his arms} 
raviſhing kiſs after kiſs, thoſe fair he-} 


miſpheres, thoſe orbs of more than 


ſnowy whiteneſs, which ſeemed t 


Sd: a flood of os ſtopt his fark 4 
—* Why will you notÞ 
* make me happy then? (ſhe cried)| 


ther career. 


© it is in your power—Cuſtom has 
© marked with infamy thoſe unfortu- 


© nate women, who with too great eas| 
* gerneſs have indulged their amorous| 


© paſſion; 
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jj paſſion. | If you love me, prove it, 
113 not by my undoing, that would ra- 
; | ther teſtify your hatred, but by the 
" completion of my felicity—my mar- 

* riage. 


i” i | Young Þ pauſed ſome time 


\f him too ſure to eſcape at this alarm. 
sf The women are ſeldom acquainted 
-F with the extent of their power, but 
n hen they do not intend to exerciſe 


bo ow eyed thoſe charms which he ſur- 


{ weyed. The painting of his imagina- 
gion , though very fine, had fallen 


Thott of the original. Fancy ſeldom 
proves ſo bad an artiſt, Flattery it 
excels in, like other limners. We ne- 
er fall in love with a picture, and 


heavier, 


£| Wefore he ſpoke ; but ſhe had rivetted 


: but ſhe was. He had never till 


End the original exceeds the painter's 
power, but we feel our chains the 
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heavier. If the ſex knew juſt wha? 
lengths to let their lovers go, and thenſf 
| were able to abſtain themſelves, they 
would be ever ſure of conqueſt, Thi ; 
Fanny excelled 1 In... ; 


© By heavens ! it ſhall be done: ot 


SR cried) my dear Fanny, I will make 


* both you and myſelf happy—wial 

* power on earth can prevent it? Do 

© my father feel my anxiety ?—Doeſ « 

© he know your charms ? The wholg 

© world without you were a bauble—Þ: 

* with you a cottage were beyond the 
* palace of an emperor.” 


_« My dear Harry, (faid Fanny) | l 
© ſhould be greatly chagrined at you, 
_ © diſobliging your father, or any wif; 
« detrimenting yourſelf upon my ac}; 
© count. If you think that either you 
< father's love will be GO. olf ; 


I « yout 
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J < your own intereſt affe&ted by this 
) « ſtep, let us part for ever, and endea- 
?< your to forget each other. It were 
4 © 4 hard task I own for me; but ſooner 
© than make you miſerable, I would 


| | ; ſacrifice my happineſs and myſelf.” 


| *© Talk not (faid he) in this ſtrain; 
\c every word rents my heart. The 
£ thoughts of your abſence are more 
© affliting to me, than all the puniſh- 
þ « ment my father, or the whole world 
þ * * could inflict,” 


| In this happy mood did they pat 
the day, and returned to London fully 
relolved to be joined the next in holy 
Fwcdlock. For the firſt time he lay 
Fin her houſe, in order to be ready the 
-Jnext morning to attend her to Keith's. 
UyBut as Fanny had always underſtood 
OJ it was abſolutely neceſlary to have a 
ul 5% ring. 
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_ ring for the completion of the cere- z 
mony, ſhe would not drive to Clarges-' 
{treet, although the coach was called, Þ' 


without this cement of connubial . 
rites. ; 


Thus, by omitting no circumſtanceſ 
in regard to making ſure of her huſ-Þ 
band, ſhe loſt him ; for as he wentÞ 
into a ſhop to make this purchaſe, hisÞ 
father, who was paſling by at that 
time, perceived him, and being curi- 
ous to know what new bauble he was : 
going to throw away his money upon, 

before the intended . bridegroom ob-F 
' ſerved him, he asked for a woman's 
plain gold ring, which was a ſufficient 

alarm. The father immediately re-ſþ * 
tired, and having followed him tof* 
Fanny's, he had the coach watched,ſf © 

which being ordered to Keith's cha-Þ© 
pel, May-fair, he was there beJ* 

fore 
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wc 


fore it, and prevailed upon the offici- | 


* ating _— to let him conceal 
Þ himſelf in a cloſet, 'till ſuch time as 


© the preface to the ceremony was gone 
X througi, 


Mr, P 


junior alighted at the 


- porch, and led Panny into the little 
| chapel, where he addreſſed the par- 


| ſon, © Sir, we are come to be made 


* one fleſh and blood, if you pleaſe to 
| © perform the ceremony.” At this, 
| the father, who could remain no 
longer in ambuſh, ruſhed forth, and 


F taking him by the collar, 'thus ha- 


"OO 
K 


* 7 
g' 


{rangued him: © Wretch ! doſt thou 
| © know, thou waſt upon the very 
* brink of perdition—nothing but the 
© oreateſt accident has ſaved thee. 
© Thou waſt going to marry a woman, 
* not only of infamous character, but 
* one who would ruin thee, and 

H 2 ---.-© make 
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| | 2 
* make thee miſerable for ever.—You Þþ 
© muſt go with me this inſtant, and Þ 
« think no more of her.” With that, Þ 
he ordered the coach that brought b 
the couple there, to drive to his houſc ? 
an the City, | 


Neither the youth or Fanny were | 
yet recovered from their conſterna- þ 


tion, As ſoon as the ſon repoſſeſſed Þ 


Himſelf, he would have remonſtrated, 
but his father told him it was in vain. 
Fanny now burſt into tears, whilſt her 


intended huſband, whoſe father was Þþ 


forcing him from her, ſtill kept his 
cycs fixt on our heroine, 


When Fanny's aſtoniſhment and 


tears ſubſided, ſhe found herſelf in the 


chapel with the pretended parſon, who | 


— 


endeavoured to comfort her by ſaying, Þ 


it was a yery unlucky affair ; but that 
Fe as 


4 
? 


if _— a TE 
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as the young gentleman's father was 


' ſo much averſe to the match, it was 
| better as it had happened ; adding, if 


* the had a mind for a huſband, he 
| could procure her a pretty young fel- 
| low, whom he did not doubt would 


[ | make her a very good one, 


She could ſcarce refrain from abuſ- 


"ing this ſcandal to the cloth ; and in- 


deed as 1t was, ſhe uttered ſomething 


| like © his being a pimp, not a parſon;” 


which fo onted Mr, Crape, that he 
[damned her in his own chapel for a 


cheating ſtrumpet, and told her to. 


'get about her buſineſs ; which i Impre- 
cation ſoon finiſhed their converla- 


tion, and her matrimonial project. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Her intimacy with beau F—, her | 


unpremeditated intrigue with cap- 
tain N——, and its fatal diſcovery. 


T\ANNY's ill ſucceſs in this firſtÞ 
| onſet, in the road to connubialſÞ 
felicity, cauſed an entire revolution in 
the plan of her operations. There 
was no occaſion for an epiſtle fromP 
her loſt cit to determine her in this 
reſolution. He wrote to her by ſtealth,Þ 
to acquaint his dear intended ſpouſe} 
as he called her, that his father was oP 
enraged at the ſtep he was going tof 
take, and dreading his relapſe, if hep 
were again at his liberty, that he wap 
confined to his chamber, 'till ſuc ! 
time as a ſhip ſailed to Jamaica, whici 
would be in a day or two, when hb 
I We 


j of Fanny's condudt ; and the proſper- 
| ous appearance of this match had hi- 
| therto purchaſed that civility trom her, 
| which vaniſhed with Mr. P . Ac- 


j cxrding ſhe waited upon Fanny, and 


| told her, ſhe had been 'till then very 
| quiet, and never troubled her for the 
| money owing, as ſhe apprehended it 


- Þ might not have been convenient for 


| ing a large ſum of money to make up, 


, ] than a week from that day. 
i} 
I At the fame dime” Mes, Softing vi- 
| ſited all the perſons to whom ſhe had 
1 recommended Fanny for cloaths, &c. 


of and, 
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1 ! wasto be conſigned to the compting- 
| houſe of his father's correſpondent. 


Mrs. Softing, who was not without 
emiſlaries, was appriſed of every part 


| her to pay it; but that at preſent hay- 


{ the could not poſlibly wait any longer 


WIE. 
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and, before the expiration of the ſeven 


days, ſhe was beſet by all her creditors Þ 


at ONCE, 


in this ſituation Mrs. Soffing re- 
peated her viſit; and, finding her in 
| tears, enquired what was the reaſon, 
It were needleſs to have diſowned 


' the cauſe, when two days more were Þ 


| but to elapſe before ſhe was to make 

the payment for her houſe. Mrs. 
Softing told her, ſhe was very ſorry 
for her diſtreſs ; but that if ſhe would 
let her adviſe, ſhe would ſoon put her 
in a way to ſurmount all difficulties. 
© There 1s a gentleman (continued ſhe) 
* who 1s dying for you, that is worth 
* forty thouſand pounds—let me in- 
* troduce him to you, and you may 
© command his whole fortune.” 


 Fanny's virtue was not much ſhock- 
ed at the propoſal, and little perſuaſion 
fut- 
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! fufliced to make an appointment for 
| that evening, 


; Punctual to the moment was Mrs. 
* Softing, who introduced the cele- 
| brated Mr. F—. © My dear Miſs, 

"© (faid Mrs. Softing) this 1s the wor- 

? « thieſt gentleman upon earth ; he is 

| © an old acquaintance of mine, and a 

© man of honour; otherwiſe, you may 

| * depend upon it, I ſhould not intro- 
© duce him to a lady whom I have ſo 
| © oreat a regard for.” _ Fanny curtſied, 

E whilſt Mr, F— approached as faſt 

{2s his gouty leg would let him, to em- 

brace her, The fragrance of his 

t breath ſo overcame her, that ſhe was 

obliged to have recourſe to her ſmell- 

'1ng-bottle, which Mr. F COn- 

firued into a mark of modeſty. 


| The ſupper, hich he had ordered 
from the tavern, was ſerved up early ; 
| _and 
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and Mrs. Softing, whoſe friendly of-Þ 
fices Mr. F— was greatly indebted Þ 
to, did the honours of the table. The Þ 
champaign, which circulated very 
briskly, put Mrs. Softing into ſuchÞ 
good fpirits, that ſhe retired aboutÞ 
midnight, in a circum-ambulent direc-Þ. 
tion to a chair which was providedÞ. 
for her, ” 


As ſoon as ſhe was gone, Mr. F=þ 

' renewed his careſſes, and tinkling the 
bell, enquired whether their cham-PÞ 
ber was ready. At another time Fanny 
might have rated him for ſuch ſans-P 
fagen behaviour; but her ſituation wasÞ 
critical, and he had already preſented Þ 
her with a ſnuff-box, and two twenty 
pound notes in it, which had the rhe-þ 
toric to plead his cauſe to a miracle. 


In a word they retired ; and Fanny Þ 
played her part ſo well behind the 


ſcenes, þ 
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ſcenes, that when ſhe reappeared the 
the next day upon the theatre of the 
' world, Mrs. Softing was reconciled to 
* her friendſhip, and her other creditors 
| turbulency was transformed into the 
| npaaſ complaiſance, and preſſure, 

not to pay, but increaſe her debts. 


Thus did they correſpond ſor ſome 


Þ| diſcovered the colour of F——'s 10- 


months, to the entire ſatisfaction of 
| both parties. A maſquerade termi- 
nated this alliance, Captain N——, 
| one of the handſomeſt, and at the 
© ſame time politeſt men of the age, had 


tended domino, and having ſo com- 
| pleatly imitated him, as well in dreſs 
"as voice and gelture, that it was ſcarce 
: poſſible to diſtinguiſh the one from the 
other, waited an opportunity to join 
Fanny in the coffee and chocolate- 
Iroom, whilſt F—— was at the tables. 


A i | Fanny 
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Fanny began the diſcourſe—* Blek þ : 
© me, Mr. F-—, (ſaid ſhe) you have 
© been a great while at play ; is it not 
« time to retire ?' and the captain hay 
Ing replied affirmatively in F——| 
voice, her ſervants were immediatelyſ 
called, who were no leſs deceived H 
than ſhe. 


Upon their arrival at her houle, hef 
feigned being taken with a violentf 
cholic, which procured his abſence 
from her 'till ſhe was in bed, whereſ 
he ſoon found her, and then no longerty 
perſonated Mr. F——, but acted inf 
propria perſona as the vigorous captainll f 


- The preſent deluſion was lo well 
timed, agreeable, and unexpected hy 
Fanny, that ſhe could not be angryſp. & 


with him ; but after a repeated careſs}, 
deſired 
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{deſired him to retire, in doing which, 
he met Mr. F- upon the ſtairs, 
*who, having made up his ſum at the 
"tables, and the circuit of the rooms af- 
terwards, without meeting with his 
fenamorata, concluded ſhe was gone. 


pt meeting a figure ſo perfetly ſem- 

þlant to his own upon the ſtairs, can 

þe better imagined than expreſſed: like 
the. other Sofia, he was dubious of - 

Fihe reality of his exiſtence in him- 
KIf; and, with Nell in the Devil 70. 

Ir», cried, © Surely that there is me, 
Fand I am OEHOny clſe.” 


What was Mr. F 'S amazement. 


| However, the ſpectre vaniſhed, and 
op recovered himſelf. Fanny, unac- 
' [quainted with the rencounter, received 
; im with her uſual good humour. 
ole upbraided her with inconſtancy; 
" Ihe proteſted her innocence ; the ſer- 


'S _ vants | 


- - - Page A II >. ”_ 
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_ vants were ſubpzned, and ſhe was cat 


could not poſſeſs. Like a miſer's hoard, 
world ;—diſaſed by himſelf. Witt 
| paſs upon his unemployed propertyſ 


Though, conſcious of his imbecilityF 
| he flattered himſelf the world was un 


miſtreſs was his idol ; what impioup 
| hand dared make offericgn upon he 


lopt, ſmall was his gratification ; th : 
world was to be acquainted with hF 


peed. 


upon their evidence. 


 F— was a perfe&t monſter in love, 
Empotent to enjoy ; jealous of what hef 


his miſtreſs was to be locked from the 


Gripean fury did he reſent every treſf 


acquainted with his inabilities. Hip 


altar? All his tranſports were ime 
vinary ; his vanity compoſed half hif 
joy ; when the ſhrubs of this wer 


diſgrace ; his Fanny had been real 


f 
1 
: 
| 
-B 
Po. 
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; His reſolves, not like the talllivonts 
iÞ als of his luſt, were quick, were tran- 

| fient. The Bath goddeſs was diſ- 

* graced, and Mrs. 20RDg. became her 
5 declared vn. 


CHAP. X. 


fitated to of, and its Conſequences. 
Her critical fituation, and the per- 


to, An account of the extraordi nary 


infamous houſe in the Old-Baily. 


IT HE proſperous gale of fortune is 


| a perfect monſoon in life ; and he 
1 


| tage, muſt profit of the ſeaſon. Loſe 


tions is no more. In vain our merit, 
our abilities are expoſed to ſale; nay, 
Ss 2 Ei even 


The dilierecatl part Fanny was neceſ- 


 plexing alternative ſhe was reduced 


cuſtoms, and fatal effects, of a certain 


that 25's navigate his bark to advan- 


we that, the moſt of all our expecta- 
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even beauty itſelf diminiſhes in its va- Þ 
lue, and not unfrequently is a very F 
drug in traffic. 


|. This Fanny but to ſoon evinced ; 

_ Mr. F 's alliance being broke, 

Mrs. Softing had no longer any terms 
to keep with her; ſhe was ſoon obliged 
to quit the houſe; ſhe was condemned 
to admit of viſters upon diſagreeable 
terms. A variety of lovers ſucceeded 
each other ; the laſt as welcome as the 
firſt, found no alloy in her affections, 
as long as his preſents were ſtandard. 


What a diſagreeable ſituation is this 
to a generous mind ? What an un- 
Happy circle to move in for a thinking 
perſon? To be the fink of mankind ! 
'To court alike the beaſtly drunkard, 
the nauſeating rake! diſſimulating 
diſtaſte for enjoyment ! No balmy 

calc, 
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eaſe, no innocent comfort ; but noc- 


x turnal incontinence and repeated de- 


bauch | 


What muſt be the ultimate end of 
| ſuch variegated concupiſcence ? Infec- 
| tion. This overtook Fanny. Her market 
was at a ſtand ; her goods were da- 
| maged ; her ſmall ſtock exhauſted in 
| chirurgical fees; her cloaths were 
| pledged upon the ſame account ; her 
| ſurgeon took his laſt fee, produced by 
| her laſt gown, 


| Pale and languid we now view her; 
rid of infection it is true ; but alſo of 
friends, of money, of covering. What 
courſe to ſteer was the grand queſtion. 
Could ſhe have retained her priſtine 
innocence, and the place of her na- 
tivity, a noſegay-vender would have 
een a comfortable, an 2greeable occu- 
| - pation, 
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pation. But, alas! ſhe had ſoared too F 
high, and her fall was the greater, Þ 
Servitude ſhe had pitched upon ; but | 
could find no miſtreſs who would ac- 
cept of her without a good character ; Þ 
and the world was too well acquainted Þ 
with her, to give her any other than Þ 
her own, | 


| In this nk Nate, revolving in 
her mind with Hamlet : | 


To be—or not to be / 


The poiſon prepared ; upon the very 
brink of eternal perdition, her land- 
lady entered, and acquainted her that 
Mrs. , in the Old-Baily, had ſent 


| to know if the had any country girls, 
or others that were clean, in herf 
| houſe, to replace thoſe that had been 


- ſent to Bridewel| the night before. | 
Her} 
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| Her landlady at the fame time in- 
formed her ſhe would be immedi- 
ately rigged from head to foot, and 
| live well, if ſhe kept herſelf from 
picking of pockets. 


| However proſtituted Fanny might 
| hitherto have been, ſhe was ſhocked 
| at the thoughts of ſucceeding thoſe 
| unhappy women ſent to priſon, which 
lot might be her's the very next night. 
| But her landlady having ſeconded this 
| information, with a remonſtrance con- 
cerning the rent due, and money ow- 
ing for goods, (for, alas! we now 
view Fanny in a garret, at a chandler's 
ſhop) our rote judged by the 
| ſhrewdneſs of her hints, that if ſhe re- 
| jected this propoſal, the alternative 
might be a gaol for debt. This 
decided her doubts ; and Fanny is at 


her 
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her new landlady' S IN the Old-Baily i in þ 
leſs than an hour. ; 


After ſome bawdiſh compliments, Þ 
Fanny, for the firſt time, was ac-Þ 
_ quainted with the means of recovering 
her complexion. Rouge was introduc-Þ 
ed, and laid on, without either art or Þ 
judgment ; and ſhe was drefled up in 
dabs for the patrole of Fleet-ſtreet and 
the Strand that evening. | 


What ſucceſs ſhe had we ſhall not Þ 
enquire after, further than noticing 
that by the end of the week ſhe had F 
picked up five pounds ten ſhillings and F 
ſixpence; andthat afterſhe had paid for 
her lodging, board, cloaths, &c. ſhe 
was ſixpence in pocket. T hat the I 
reader may not be ſurprized at this 
ſmall refidue, we ſhall give him the Þ 
landlady's bill for the week verbatim, Þ 

_ with þ 


9 
with only ſome few corre@ions i in the 
| petting. 

- (a) To board and lodging — 1 15 © 

- (b) To waſhing. — — 0 7 0 

| (c) To the uſe of a brocade cown — oO $8 © 

© (d) To the uſe of a pair of ftay— o 3 © 

 (e) To the uſe of a pair of filk ſhoes - o 2 6 
-(f) To the uſe of ſmocks —O0 7 0 
(gs) To the uſe of ruffles — —— oO 2 o©o 
(h) To the uſe of petticoats— 0:4 --0 
(1) To feeing the conſtable of the 
| night, for preventing her going to 

Bridewell — — — — — 0 10 6 
Carried over —— 3 18 6 
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* In a garret, upon ſmall beer and ſprats. 
{b) Two ſmocks, two handkerchiefs, and two 


| pair of ſtockings, 
(c) Of the intrinſic value of a crown, 
{d) Not worth a ſhilling. 
{c) Ditto, 
{t) Coarſe, old, and patched. 


(s) Darned, of the original value of half a crown, 
[Þ) All of the lower ſort, except one water- 


| tabby petticoat, piſs-burnt, 
; | Peace-officers fee'd—in buckram, 
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Brought OVEr m——— m— 2 18 5H 
(k) To the uſe of a hat — —— © 2 © 
(1) To the uſe of ribbands —— © 3 6F 
(m) Pins =— D 0-0-6 
(n) To the uſe of a capuchin 0:--9--0 
(o) To the uſe of a gauze apron— © 5 «| 
(p) To the uſe of a gauze handker- 
chief ——— 0 +4 
(q) To the uſe of a pair of oy | 
ſtockings — o 2 (6 
--(r) To the uſe of a. Pair of ſtone | 
_ buckles oO 4 (| 
| (s) Carmine, tooth - powder, and _ 
bruſhes | m—  —— -- 7 
TT 5 10 Ol 
OE ro nee 3 | K 
(k) Worthleſs.. Lo, q 
(1) Unuſed. 2 
(m) A few, 
(n) A cloak for impoſition, 
(0) Of Rag-fair genealogy. L 
(p) Ditto, "Nn 
(q) Yellow, and pieced, | h 


\ (r) Moſt of the ſtones out. No price. ; 
(s) Carmine, alias brick-duſt, Tooth-powde | 
ditto, Bruſhes, unſeen. F 

| Ti. 
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8 


t The money thus applied was ; moſtly 


| gained by apprentice-boys, who were 
| ſeduced to the houſe, to ſpend double 


| the ſumthey gave to their doxy in bad 
' punch, and worſe negus. Perhaps 
their maſters tills were the only trea-. 
| ſures for ſuch debauchery ; but good 
{| Mrs. ——, the landlady, never in- 
| dulged herſelf with any ſuch reflexi- 
ons. If Tyburn carried off one ſet 
| of her cuſtomers, which it frequently 
| did, growing vice and the depravity of 
| the times furniſhed her with another. 


| Though Fanny was * obliged to 
' throw off her real character, huma- 
nity, and a charitable diſpoſition for 
| her fellow-creatures, ſo far as to in- 
-þ veigle them into preſent expences for 
| the benefit of the houſe, ſhe had ne- 
[ver had an opportunity of injuring 
| their 


96 Memoirs of the celebrated 


their healths, nor ever prompted them Þ 
to unlawful means, for obtaining mo- Þ 
ney for the ſervice of her miſtreſs or Þ 
herſelf. But far different was the 
practice of her aſſociates, Many an F 
antique gonorrhea and even confirmed B 
p—x have they tranſplanted, by Y | 
drunken libidinous huſband, to an in- Þ 
 Nocent wife, and to the blood of pol- 
=terity ; elorying at their chicanery, and Þ 
wiſhing every one as infected as them- 
ſelves. Many a youth have they ex- 
cited to commence highwayman, for 
the ſupport of that infamous houſe. Þ 
Many a ſeſſions paper has owed its 


hiſtorical exiſtence to the heroes of 
their creating ! 


 Inthis deplorable ſphere was Fanny 
compelled to act, dreading the reſent- 
ment of her landlady for every pre-ſþ 
tended fault, daily threatened with ad-i 


ditional | 


Oo | 
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| ditional taxations, and menaced to be 
impriſoned for er rent and neceſſa- 
| ries, when ſhe could not clear her 


| landlady' Ss exorbitant demands. It re- 
| quired but little ſenſibility to reſolve 


| getting out of the clutches of ſuch a 
| diabolical governeſs ; but the danger 
| was her being in reality taken up and 
| ſent to Bridewell, upon her landlady's 


| information of proſtitution, 1f ſhe de- 
| ſerted her, 


However, having with art and ſe- 


| crecy ſequeſtered to the amount of _ 
Þ {even guineas, the product of her ve- 


# nereal practice, which, according to 


kk. 4 


> td 
[] 


the laws of her deſpotic miſtreſs, ſhe 
| ſhould have paid into her hands for 
; | pretended expences, ſhe quitted this 
| deteſtable ſpot, leaving behind her 
{ whatever cloaths her Jandlady might 
lay claim to, 


She retook one of her 
K former 
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former lodgings near St. James's, and 7 
by laying out her ſmall ſtock to advan- | 


tage, ſhe gained credit for much | 
more. 


CH AF 


Fanny reſumes a polite ſphere. Drives | 

a great trade; employs a deputy. 
With the ceremony of being enrolled 
2n the celebrated negociator H——s's 


tift. | 
A* ſoon as Fanny re-appeared in | 


public, her former lovers re- | 
newed their addrefles; for, fortus 
. nately, though ſhe had exiſted in the } 
very center of low debauchery for 
fome months, her health, ſo far from | 
being impaired by it, was recovered, | 
Though ſhe did not regain her for- 
mer grandeur ; though ſhe kept no 
equipage, ſhe had as numerous a train 


of } 
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! of gallants as ever ; and adverſity had 
\ by this time taught her ſo much ex- 


| perience, that ſhe turned all her 
 amours to her own intereſt, 


t A ſucceſſion of lovers now pro- 

duced her not only a ſufficiency to live 
| genteely, but to amaſs a conſiderable 
ſum. She found that ſhe muſt agree 


| to their oddities, and even court their 
Caprices, 


She had ſo much buſineſs, all in the 
' private lodging, ready-money way, 
| ſhe could not poſſibly drive ſo great a 
| trade entirely upon her own bottom ; 
' but was. obliged to employ a deputy, 
who ſo much reſembled her, that 
| many who had poſlefled both, could 
| ſcarce tell the difference. Miſs G— 

| had her face enamelled by the ſame 


painter as Fanny, who made the copy 
K 2 ſo 
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ſo like the original, it required ſome | 
virtu not to be impoſed upon. 


Notnithſtanding Fanny's extenſive 
commerce, Mr. Hs, the celebrated 
negociator in women, applied to get 
| her enrolled upon his parchment. li 
as a new face; though, properly ſpeak- 
Ing, ſhe had now been upon the town 
near four years. However, the cere-ſ 
 mony was performed with all the 
punctilios attending that great inſtitu-Þþ 
tion; a ſurgeon being preſent for aff 
_ complete earainaton of her perſon, Þ 
and to report herwell or ill, andalawyerſ 
to ingroſs her name, &c. after havinsÞ 
ſigned a written agreement, to forfeitÞ 
twenty pounds, if ſhe gave the nego-f 
ciator a wrong information concern-f 
ing the ſtate of her health in everyſ 
particular. Then her name was in-F 
_ groſſed upon a whole ſkin of parch-| 


ment} 


Ha L/s 
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- ment, with the following deſcription b 
| and account adjoined, bb. 
| | | | : is 
Name, | Condition, | Deſcription. | Place of my 
| | | CY | Abode. by 
 Fanwy | Perfetly | A fine brown | Y 
| M-— | found girl, riſing | The | oY 
|| wind and | nineteenyears | firſt Y 4 
limb... | next ſeaſon. | floor at Ws 

| A good fide- | Mrs, A ik 

box piece — | ——s, LH 

will ſhew well | milli- 4 


in the fleſh- | ner at 
market — | Cha- 

| wear well — | ring 

may be put | Croſs, 
| off for a vir- | 
gin any time | 
} theſe twelve |] 


| | _ | months—ne- 
'| | ver common | 
it | this hde Tem- | 
Þ| Ch, ple-Bar, but |] 
-F | forfix months, 
i \ | Fit for high |] 
g | keeping with 
JF |] a Jew mer- 

\-l | chant.--N.B. | 
| | A good pre- 
1} | mium from | 
'* Ra | ditto, = Then | 


the 
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| the run of the 
| houſe—and if | 
{ ſhe keeps out | 

| ofthe Lock, _ | 
{ may make her | 
| fortune, and 
| ruin half the |} 
| men in town, | 


CHAP. XII 


An uncommon adventure with Dor 
 Wasetail, alias, the Walking Lexicon, 
His manner of addreſs and behaviour 
to his girls. With the application 
his fword and perriwig. "0 


| A* TER being thus initiated iſ 
the arcanum of Mr, H—'s 1y-F 
ſtem of fornication, ſhe plied regular] 
in the fleſh-market at the houſes dur-N 
ing'the ſeaſon; by which means ths 
increaſed the price of her favours, 
never now receiving under two gul- 
neas 
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neas, and being ſtill in hopes of pre- 
ferment, as we find her upon H—s's 
liſt, DE | | 


Doctor Wagtail lit upon her one 
night at Drury-Lane,- and carried her 
to the Sh2-ſp—r ; he would fain_ 
have had her go in a chair, but the 
chairmen not underſtanding Greek, 
ſhe was obliged to walk through the 
rain, this phyſical gentleman ſcorn- 

| ing to talk the vulgar tongue in the 
| firect, 


Upon the doctor's arrival at the 
| tavern, he began to profeſs to her 

| ſhe was as fine a woman as he had 
| ever ſeen, and quoted two or three 
| Pages of Ovid in a breath. 


Fanny replied, ſhe did not ; wngler- 
ſtand him ; that he was too learn a 
gentle- 


rahespeac' CS head Ha Cen. 
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gentleman for her, and hoped he 
would talk in a more familiar lan- 
guage, RS . 

© I profeſs to You, my dear Madam, 
ſaid the doctor, © you are the fineſt 
* creature I ever ſaw, and if it was 
© not for this very libidinous molitio 
©] have upon me, I would not at- 
© tempt to defiower you.” 


Fanny thought it was now time to 
retire, ſince in all likelhood they 
ſhould not comprehend each other 
the whole evening; accordingly ſhe 
was upon the point of departing, but 
he flew to the door, and crying, Tene- 
one te me, an ettamnum ſomno wvolunt 
famine viders cogt ad 1d quod maxi- 
mum mo, he reſeated her. 


She now began to be out of temper 
with ſo much erudition ; and taking 
him 
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him for ſome poor poet, inſinuated, 
ſhe believed he was a bilk. —*© No, 
© Madam, I profeſs to you, my ange],” 
| replied the doctor, © I would not bilk 
| *ſuch a divine creature, as you Ma- 


© dam, for paradiſe, Madam.” She 


| told him it was impoſlible for her to 
| ſtay with him, without he began to be 


a I:ttle more intelligible ; and in order 
| to explain what he meant, if he had 


any meaning at all, ſhe hoped he 
; would excuſe her defiring him, as he 


| was an entire ſtranger, to make her a 


| preſent before-hand. 


The doctor agreed to the reafon- . 
 ableneſs of her demand ; and pulled 


' out his purſe, but it containing no 


' more than five ſhillings and fſixpence, 


{ all which he offered her, ſhe flew 
' Into a paſſion, telling him he was 


| ſome gareteer ſcribbler, ſome poor 


_ hack- 
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hackney poet; for that no gentleman | 
could talk ſo much Latin and Greek, | 
and not have a guinea about him. 


This brought in the negociator, who, 


under pretence of ſnuffing the can- | 
dles, had a mind to gain ſome intelli-F 


gence concerning the cauſe of this 


tumult. 


The doctor immediately addrefſedſ 


him in theſe words: *©* My worthy 
* friend, Mr. H—s, I profeſs to you 
* this Is a very extraordinary caſe, 


7 you know it is not my way to bilk 
* women : I profeſs, to you I live at 
* the third houſe from the corner, 
- ſquare; 


* the blue lamp, in S 


«* Mr. B—'s houſe, a very worthyP 
© man, I profeſs to you Mr, H—s 
* My good friend, Mr. H—s, now 
* the caſe is juſt this, this angel, thisPl 
£ goddeſs, this Venus, I provele toÞe 
* You, | 
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«you, is a very fine woman, and 


« ſo having a mind for a little intrigue 


© with her, I profeſs to you, Sir, Mr, 
© H—s, that I offered her my purſe 
'* with all the money 1n it, and, Sir, I 
© profeſs to you, ſhe flung it in ny 
* face, Sir, though the ſum total was 
* five ſhillings and ſfixpence ſterling 


F oif, 


Hs, who began to have ſome 


remembrance of the door, endea- 


Froured to compromiſe the affair, at 


the ſame time telling Wagtail, that 
{that lady never went under two gui- 


peas, ſhe being the celebrated Miſs 


yÞcard this he could refrain no longer ; 
tven Greek and Latin gave way to 
dis carnal appetite, and taking out 
lis ſword, which was filver-hilted, 


11S 


to kcfired the negociator to let him have. 


13P | as 


Fanny M——., As ſoon as Wagtail 
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as much upon that, as would ſatisfy , 
the lady. H—s, after looking at it, 
told him, he believed it would notfþ 
pawn for above a guinea and a half. 
© No'! ſaid the doctor, © what ſhall IÞ 
* do then for the other half piece *'F 
© 1 will venture to let you have it,'lf 
replied the. negociator, * upon youſſ 
* perriwig, If it has never been fluxed.' 
Wagtail proteſting it never had, theþ 
bargain was ſtruck, and H—s retired | 
with his pledges, 
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CHAP. XII. 


| Fonny's | introduftion at the Wheres 
Club ; ſome account thereof, with an 
| abſtra@ of the extraordinary rules and. 
| orders of that honourable focrety. 


| , AE was ſoon after introduced at 
{> the Whores Club, which aſſembled 
| every Sunday evening near Covent- 
garden, to talk over their various 
| ſucceſſes, compare notes, and canvaſs 
the moſt probable means of improv- 
ing them the week following. They 
at the ſame time cleared their arrears 
with their factor Mr. H—s, who 
had five ſhillings in the pound freight 
for conveying them into the arms of 
their enamorato's, 


A L The 
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"The rules to be obſerved in this 
ſociety were various and extraordi- 


nary, cf which take the following 
extract, 


| Rules to be obſerved by the wor- 
thy members of the Whores Club. 


1. Every member of this ſociety 
wah have been debauched before ſhe Þþ 
Was fifteen. 


2. Every member of this ſociety 
mult,be upon the negociator H—5s's | 
liſt; andenever have incurred the pe-f 
nalty of being eraſed therefrom; either 
on account of not paying poundage, 
making proper returns of her health, 
or any other cauſe whatever. 


3. No modeſt woman whatever toſf 
be admitted a member of this ſociety, 


4. Noll 


) 


Ys 
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4. No member of this ſocket muſt 


have been 1 in Bridewel above Once. 


6; Any ome of this ſociety, that 
may have been tried at the Old-Baily, 


for any crime except pickins of 
| pockets, ſhall not be objefed re-in- 
| ſtating, if acquitted, upon condition 


ſhe did not plead her belly. 


| 6. Any member of this ſocicty who. 
| may become with child, ſhall be 
{ ſtruck off the liſt, no longer coming 

| under the denomination of a whore, 


7. Each member to pay half a 


| crown ; one ſhilling whereof to be 


| | applied to the ſupport of ſuch mem- 


| bers as may be under a courſe of 
phyſic, and not fit for buſineſs, or can-_ 


not getintothe Lock; another fixpence 


thereof to the uſe of our negociator, 
L 2 for 
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112 Memoirs of the celebrated 
for his great care and afliduity in the 
proper condufting this worthy ſociety; 
and the remaining ſhilling to be ſpent 
in liquor, at the option of the mem- 
bers — Gin not excluded. 


_ 9. Any member, who may become 

a modeſt woman by going into keep- 
ing, ſhall, upon quitting the ſociety, 
make a donation thereto, in proportion 
to her ſettlement or allowance. 


10, No man whatever to be ad- 

| mitted into this ſociety, except our 

negociator; who has the privilege of 

chufing what member he pleaſes for 

his bedfellow that night, ſhe not being 
pre-engaged, 


TI; No converſation is prohibited 
but religion and politics ; as the far{t 
always Indicates a drunken aflembly, 
and 
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" and the latter generally terminates in 


party feuds. 


12. Any member who ſhall oet fo. 


intoxicated as not to be able to walk, 
ſhall be immediately ſent home in a 
coach or chair, at the expence of the 
| ſociety, to be refunded by her at the 
/ enſuing meeting. 


|: 19- Any member who ſhall breaks 
| any glaſſes, bottles, &c. . or behave in 
a riotous manner, ſhall be immec- 


| diately expelled, and the damages 


| made good before ſhe be re-admitted. 


| 14. If any member by an overcharge 
of liquor, ſhould, in clearing her ſto- 
{mach, ſpoil any other member's 


| cloaths, ſhe ſhall be obliged to take ' 


tne ſame off her hands, and furniſh 


her with new ones, or in ſome other. 


 Prnanner compenſate the damages. 
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N. B. Every member, before ſhe be 
admitted of this ſociety, muſt engage, 
_ under the penalty of one guinea and 
a dram round, to conform herſelf to 
the foregoing rules, for the proper 
decorum thereof. 


Notwithſtanding theſe falutary rules, f 
a rigid moraliſt might ſuſpect, that 
the tendency of this club was not to 
promote virtue and good order in ſo- 
ciety, but rather, by a continued courſe Þ 
of debauchery, to fit women for, it 
_ poſſible, further proſtitution. The edi-F 
tor of this work will take no pains 
to refute any ſuch error, ſince it will 
be only neceſlary to conſider who was 
preſident of the ſociety, to be con-F 
vinced of the virtuous intent of its 
inſtitution, | 


However, 
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However, amongſt near a hundred 


* of the members this ſociety was 
: compoſed of, there were ſome of 
* good, nay, of noble families, and moſt | 
of them of creditable and honeſt pa- 


rents, who, through a too rigid pu- 


niſhment of a firſt fault, or perhaps 
| misfortune, immerged them into de- 


ſpair and irretrievable obſcenity, 


| A ſtriking inftance of the latter kind 
# was Mits Charlotte S 
| not yet ſo entirely diveſted herſelf of 


, Who had 


all modeſty, but that ſhe could occa- 
fionally reſume her former ſituation. 
As the narrative of this lady's miſ- 


| fortunes has ſomething in it ſo very 


ſingular and unprecedeated, I ſhall 
make no apology for giving it the 
reader in the following chapter. 
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CHAP, -XIV. 
The afſefing feery of Miſs Charlotte 


S——, who was debauched by ber 
huſband. The cruel treatment of her 
Father thereupon, ond its Ja conſe- 
Jens. fo ber. 


S Miſs Charlotte $—— was the 
only member of the club the 


reader has been introduced to in the i 
preceding chapter, that Fanny made 


any acquaintance with, ſo Fanny was 


the only. confidant Charlotte had. 
Upon Fanny's teſtifying a delire of 


being acquainted with the cauſe of 
her preſent ſituation, ſhe gave her the 


following relation. 


* Though I can boaſt of no great 
* pedigree, my father was a ſubſtantial, 
| reputable 
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c reputable man ; a conſiderable dealer 


© at Newcaltle, and had ſeveral ſhips 
7s * employed 1 in the coal trade. 


: As an only daughter, I had an edu- 
© cation much ſuperior to my rank. 
© Dancing, muſic, Italian, and French, 
© added to the figure you ſee, then un- 
© ſullied, could not fail procuring me 
© an early train of lovers. Innocence, 
© the happieſt ſtate of mortals, and my 
' © mother's care, prote&ed me from all 
 * diſhonourable attacks. Many matches 
© were propoſed to my father ; but as 
| © none of my lovers were ſo difinte- 
| © reſted as to marry me without a for- 
| © tune, they were all diſappointed in 
| © demanding one; my father replying, 
| © he thought my perſon and qualifica- 
| © tions a ſufficient portion, 


* Accident 
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« Accident brought to our afſembly Þ 
*a gentleman whom I was an entire 
© ſtranger to, and he to me. He took 
* me out to dance, and frequently Þ 
* whiſpered to me about the force off 


* my charms ; all which I conſtrued 
| © to the emolument of his good breed. : 
| ©ing. The next day produced from ſp 
| © him a letter full of knight-errantry ;Þ : 
* flames and darts at every line. IB 
© looked upon this letter in its trueÞ : 
1 _ © light, thinking it rather a teſtimony 
| © of his luſt, than of his love. When 
© he found me inexorable to all hisÞ 
© fine ſpeeches and letters, he left thef : 
| © place; though not without tryingF 


_ * ſome ſtratagems to carry me off. A 
* year elapſed without my hearing any 
© more of him ; and he was entirely 
< obliterated from my memory. 


e At. 
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© At the end of this time, a ſeem- 


*© ing gentleman- like man, who pre- 
|< aded to be upon the northern Cs 
'*cuit, came to our town, and ſpeedily 


«fell in love with me. My mother 


© was then dead; and my father, who 


© had now an opportunity of diſpoſing 


Fay La, 


La, 


© of me without any expence, liſtened 


© to his terms, as he propoſed to take 
© me without any fortune. His own 


© was indiſputable, if judged from the 
© many recommendations he had. 


* He propoſed deferring the cere- 
mony 'till my arrival in town, as he 
intended, he faid, in order to prove 
his real affection for me, to ſettle an 
annuity of a hundred and fifty pounds 
a year upon me. Accordingly, 1 it 
WAS A321 reed upon to ſet out for Lon- 
don to celebr ate our nupt: 'als ; and 


© the 


A 
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* the day after our arrival there, the 

< ceremony was performed by my 

© huſband's ſuppoſed brother, at his 

© own chambers in the Temple, and 

© the conſummation was to be at the 
* ſame place. 


© When the hour of connubial feli- Þ 
© city approached, my huſband led mefp 
© to my chamber, and retired through 
* decency, as I ſuppoſed, till I was in 


© bed; he then returned, and havingſ« 
* undreſſed himſelf, and extinguiſhed 


*the candles, came to me, as If 
* thought. But what was my ſur- 
* prize in the morning, when I diſco-ſ 
© vered in bed with me my pretendedÞ 
* lover of laſt year, and not my huſ-Þ« 


q band, 


< Out of bed I flew, and with theſ 


© utmoſt rage called murder ! villains'Þs 


c * but 


2 


Miſs Fanny M— 
© but there were no ſervants, no per- 
© ſons to anſwer to my call, The ra- 
© viſher of my conjugal bed roſe, and, 


121 


«with all the art of premeditated 


6 treachery, endeavoured to palliate 


© his crime ; urging the fervency of 
© his paſſion, the various means he 


'© had, without ſucceſs, tried to obtain 
'©me. The more he reaſoned, the 
'* more I raved. I called for my huſ- 
\© band; he anſwered not. At length 
© ſunk under the oppreſſion of cala- 
© mity; my ſpirits exhauſted, I ſwoon-_ 
ed. When I recovered, my huſ- 
'© band was with me, who, with a tru- 


4 4 v ; ot. 


e? IOC 


*© ly ſycophantic air, hoped I was bet- 
*ter. Unable to refrain even in my 
© then preſent condition, I upbraided 


© him with his perfidy, He denied 
© point-blank every accuſation, and 
« {wore the night had been the moſt 
| ' * joyful he had ever had ; that no man 
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122 Memoirs of the celebrated 
© had been in my chamber but him- 
© ſelf; adviſing me to compoſe my- 


« ſelf a little, as I was not yet Feco- 
© yered.:. 


© When he found I could not be 

© perſuaded out of my reaſon and my 

« ſenſes, he frankly acknowledged theft 
* whole plan of villainy ; that he was 
© no other than Mr. H—, the pimp;Þ 
* that he had been employed by lord 


- , to ſeduce me to town, under} | 
k < pretench of marriage ; that the cere- | | 
ij * mony performed was not lawful 
L © and that he had received five hun{ 
E * dred pounds, beſides the reimburſe} 


* ment of all expences, to let my lord ; 

* who was ſecreted ready in a cloſe « 
*in my chamber, 'till ſuch time aÞ « 
* the candles were extinguiſhed, pol c 


* feſs me the firſt night in his ſtead. Þ « 
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 T ſhall not endeavour to paint to 


<you my aſtoniſhment at this diſ- 


| © covery. The moſt lively imagina- 
| * tion, with the afliitance of the moſt 
\ © vivid expreſſion, would fall ſhort of 
- © what I felt. If ſuch was my amaze- 
| © ment, what was my deteſtation of 


| ©the treacherous villain that dared 


| © make the recital ! What were my 
* © pangs! Words, that then refuſed 


© their utterance, in vain attempt to 


© tell my grief. 


© Without any attention to my af- 
© fliction, he continued to harangue 
© upon the moſt adviſable method of 
© my conducting myſelf. © You muſt 
* (continued he) endeavour to get 
« into the good graces of my lord 
& ——, as much by your prudent be- 


* haviour as you are by your pron ; 
M 2 « and 
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124 Memoirs of the celebrated 
« and I doubt not but his lordſhip 
* will make a handſome proviten for 
£ you.” 

© In this melancholy ſituation I wrote 
* my whole unhappy affair, with every 
* circumſtance related, to my father ; 
© but I have not yet received an an- 
< fer. I was upon the point of ſet- 
* ting out for Newcaſtle, when a per- 
* ſon waited upon me to inform me, 
© my relations and friends would di- 
© own me, and have me ſecured as a 
y proſtituted vagabond. en 


« ſhall not dwell upon the anxicty 
« this occaſioned in me, or the diffi- 
* culty I had to reconcile being kept 
* by his lordſhip. However, penury 
« and want at length got the better of 
© my virtue. Þ lived with him'till Icloy- 
_ © ed his luſt with my conftancy. - He 
© then 


bs Faxxy M 
« then turned me off, and my ſup- 
* poſed huſband put me upon his liſt, 
' © for the advantage of himſclf, and my 
| « deſtruction,” 
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C H AP. XV. 
F ſhort hiſtory of. an antiminiſlerial 


|  eoriter ; the manner of his being 


| ſupported by his party; and an un- 


common ſtratagem uſed by another 


to prevent flarving ; recommended to 


the reading of all witlings in the 
| firſt Stage of the cacoethes ſcribendr. 


T HIS extraordinary adventure of 


Mr. H— raiſed ſuch a curioſity 
in Fanny to be further acquainted 


with his hiſtory, that the next time 


ſhe defired him to give her a ſhort 
etch of his life. H—, who by this 
lime found the great eſteem Fanny 
| M ; was 


\ 


ſhe had an opportunity of a tete a tete, 
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126 Memoirs of the celebrated 
was in amongſt his beſt friends at the 
Sh—p—r, did not heſitate favouring 
her with the following detail. 


© A younger brother to a good fa- 
© mily in Somerſetſhire married againſt # 
© his father's conſent, and I was the 
* firſt offspring of this Fool's Tragedy, 
© A ſeries of misfortunes overtook theſÞ 
© young couple ; and my father, afte: 
* many promiſes from great men, « 
© places, ſine-cures and penſions, found 
© himſelf upon the very brink of goin 
* to goal for debt. In this ſituation 
© and with ſo much reaſon for invec 
© tive, he commenced writer, an{Þ 
« failed not to abuſe thoſe who had i 
© abuſed him. As he had a natur 
_ © turn for ſatire, and as neceſſity ſteer 
* ed his pen the deeper in gall, to i: 
© thom a ſubſitance, he ſoon mac 
_ © himſelf very remarkable amongſt tif 


ans 
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anti-miniſterial writers of thoſe days ; 
and the country party liſted him under 
their banner, He was a long while a 
potent antagoniſt of Sir R-— W—. 
He occaſionally appeared in a Fog ; 
| but was moſt conſpicuous in a Miſt, 
By this means he gained a decent 
competence, and was juſt upon the 
point of ſending me to emerges 
ſchool, when a S y of S——' 
warrant procured him a 00gg vatd 
ata meſſenger” s. 


He was there ſome weeks for want 
_ of bail, all his party deſerting him, 
as ſoon as they had notice of his mis- 
fortune. I had an opportunity of often 
viſiting him, though his keeper pre- 
tended he had {ſtrict orders to let no 

body ſee him. 


During his confinement he paſſed 


his time tolerably agrecable with his 
old 
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old friend Mr. P—— the author, 


who had wrote on all ſides, and upon 
all ſubjects, till no bookſeller would 
buy his produc :10Ns, Or any printer 


truſt him with the impreſſion, He 


had offered himſelf to the managers 
of both houſes for an a&or, but tho' 
he thought he ſpoke the capital 
ſpeeches in molt chara&ters better 
than Bettcrton, Booth or Wilks, as 
he was ſo thin as not to be a hgure 
for any part but the apothecary in 
Romeo, and as that play then never 


had a run of ſixteen nights ſucceſſively 


at both houſes at once, he was 
obliged to give up his pretenſions to 
ating. In ſhort, his only reſource to 
ſave himſelf from ſtarving, was to 
turn informer againſt himſelf, to get 
into a meſſenger's hands ; and with this 
view he wrote an anonymous letter to 
one of the under S——5 of S—e, to 
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acquaint him that Mr. P (mean- 
ing himſelf) certainly carried on a 
treaſonable correſpondence with the 
Chevalier St. George. _ This had its 
defired effect ; a warrant was preſently 
iſſued, and he was detained for want 
of ſureties, 'till he was fat enough to 
perform any part that did not require 
ach a corporation as Sir John Fal- 
' ſtaff, 


2 


My father's impriſonment did not 
terminate at the meſſenger's; as he 
could not procure ſufficient bail, he 
was moved to the King's Bench pri- 
ſon; where he was detained 'till his 
| trial came on, and then ſentenced to 
| be impriſoned for three years, and 
[ned in the penalty of five hundred 


pounds, 


His misfortunes had ſo ſowered his 
natural temper, that he had become a 
per- 
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perfe&t miſanthrope. The ill treat- Þ 
ment he had received from both par- 
ties had given him an utter deteſta-Þ 
| tion of all; and he ſeemed now toſ 
languiſh at his confinement, only be-ſ 


cauſe he had not an opportunity off 
impoſing upon the world, as muck 


_ as they had impoſed upon him. Ap 

ſpecimen of his retaliation was the ad-| 
vice he gave me, and which he ref 
peated to me ſo often, that I believelf 


can pretty near rehearſe it word fo 


word. 
- CHAP. XVI 


Wholefome advice to his fon for his con | 
 duft in life, and its effee? exemplify 
_ fied in the prattice of the modern nt 


gocrator. 


A* you are not born to a for | [ 
tune, my fon,” (he would ſa 
© it is now time for you to think of a 


ay 
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* quiring one, and as I have had ſome 


© experience in the world, I have 
© taken particular care you ſhould not 
© ſplit upon the ſame rock that I have, 
© There is nothing ſo great an obſtacle 


© to getting money as learning, for if 


' © once you get a ſmattering of lan- 
* gUages, Or make the leaſt proficiency 
' * ir, the ſciences, you are undone: it 
*1s ten to one if you don' t think your- 
© ſelf a genius, or at leaſt that you 
| © have merit, the only impediment in 
| © life to preferment ! If, as moſt likely 


' * you may, you have ſome intimacy 
| © with the muſes, you are miſerable; 


\ * wed which you will, you muſt in- 


© evitably be not only a cuckold, but 
*a poor one; for while ſhe flatters 


| © you with her love, and the fortune 
| © ſhe brings you, ſhe grants her fa- 
© yours to another, and not only diſ- 


© poſes of her own, but all your poſ- 


« ſeſſions, 
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* ſeſſions, and the greateſt of all your 
* time. 


© No, no, my ſon, I have taken 
© care to prepare you for quite other 
© employment, there is nothing to be 
< got with thoſe b—t—es the muſes, 


© who are more errant bunters than 
* any that walk the Strand, without 


< tt be an intelle&tual gonorrhea, a 


© thouſand times more hard to ſtop Þ 
© than a corporal one. Beſides, for-þ © 
© tune and patrons are blind to learn-Þ 
© ing and abilities Would you get 
© money, my ſon--ſtudy men's paſſions; 
© ply them. Is a man ambitious of 


* fame — go through thick and thin, 


© to make him the greateſt patriot 
© that ever exiſted; but beſure of your þ 
© reward before you give the finiſhing 
* ſtroke to his reputation, Does he love 
* wenching—pimping is a thrivingÞ 

* calling, it muſt be orthodox, orf 
© ſomep 


2 . 


| 


* ſcrupulous man, indeed, may obje&to_ 
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c ſome who do would not RP it. 
© Does he want a ſeat in the h—ſe— 


© vote for him, bribe for him, ſwear for 


© him; there is no harm in all this. A 


*an oath becauſe it is falſe, but it may 
*be true; read it not, and then you 
© cannot tell which it is, and they ad- 


'* miniſter it ſo faſt, you cannot un- 
'*derſtand it, even if you would. If 
© your patron loves play, learn dex- 
 terity of hand of the Black, and cheat 
'* as much as you can ; take care, do 
' © not be detected, if you are, ſwear 


X LT EN ”* 


© and bluſter, challenge, fight and kill, 


*and then your honour 1s retrieved. 


'* This is done every day with ſucceſs ; 


© there is nothing waſhes off the ſlur 


'* of infamy, but the man's blood you 
© have offended : let no ſcruple of con- 


© ſcience preponderate with you; to 
F* thrive in this world, a man muſt not. 


{© have a grain of that commodity.” 
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This advice of my father I ever ; 
kept in my mind, and as he died ſoon Þ 
after the firſt year of his impriſon. ; 
ment, and left me no other inheri- 
tance, I looked upon this inſtruction as Þ 
my only perſonal eſtate ; and I have 
_ ever ſince guided my actions by it, I 


commenced gentleman, without any 


other pretenſions to that rank, but 
impudence and ignorance ; which 


indeed, make fo great a ſhare of the 
modern polite man's accompliſhmentsÞ 


T took a houſe in Weſtminſter in hopes 
of making my fortune by eleCtions;Þ 
but no general one ſoon enſuing, | 
was obliged to lay aſide, with myþ 
houſe, all my hopes upon that ſcore. 


I ſoon learnt to cheat at play ; but 
having no head for calculations, an 
no knowledge of figures, it was 0! 
| little avail to me, Beſides, as killing 


one's 
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one's man was ſo eſſential a part of 
' a gameſter's qualifications, who pro- 
poſed re-eſtabliſhing himſelf, after a 
' diſcovery, among that honourable claſs, 
and not finding the leaſt diſpoſition in 
my heart towards fighting, I fairly 
cave up my pretenſions to this noble 
calling. 


However, I at length diſcovered 
my fort ;— nature deſigned me for a 
pimp : infinuating, diſſembling, flat- 
tering, cringing, fawning, conniving, 
with philoſophy enough to bear a 
kicking, and a face as great a (ſeeming) 
barrier to incontinence as eunuch- 
iſm, I could not fail making a great 
proficiency in this elegant art. Ac- 
cordingly I have perſevered in it for 
theſe eight years, and in the courſe of 
that time have debauched more wo- 
men's morals, than all the rakes of 
Covent-Garden have their perſons. 

N 2 TI have 
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I have my emiffaries in every cor- 


ner of the town, to ſee what new | 


faces there are amongſt the ſervant- 
maids and milliners apprentices. Every 
ſtage coach and waggon that comes in, 


undergoes the inſpection of my depu- 


ties; and ſuch girls as are handſome 
are ſeduced by promiſes or places, 
'till they come upon my liſt. Moſt of 
the petty R-g—r Offices about town 
are under my dire&tion : none but 
_ _ ugly girls fail of getting into ſervice, 


and loſing their maidenheads—if they 


have them. 


| take a trip every ſummer to | 
Dublin, to raiſe Iriſh recruits, and I | 


never fail importing as many as will 


ſupply the place of thoſe that rot in 


and out of gaols and hoſpitals, die 
natural deaths, are worn out by ſer- 


| vice, or carried off by keeping. I. 


muſter 
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muſter all the Iriſh recruits, who are 
in general the handſomeſt, and teach 
them their exerciſe myſelf ; ſo that 
when they are introduced into com- 
pany they are perfect adepts in their 
art, It is entirely owing to me that 
there 1s ſuch a fine nurſery of whores. 
(particularly Iriſh) now in town ; and 
[look upon myſelf to be as uſeful a 
member of ſociety, for procuring ſuch 
good proviſions in this way for my 
fellow-countrymen, as any factor or 
contractor whatever ; for without re- 
grating or foreſtalling, I always fur- 
nih the market, —_ would rather 
run the riſk of a glut than a ſcarcity. 


N3 CHAP, 
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Where the reader, who 1s diſpoſed for 


ſex for generoſity and the difintereſtÞ 


CHAP, XVIL 


argument, well find a very curious one 
upon love, and the condutt of each 
ſex in that particular. Alſo Fanny's 
firſt interview with Sir Richard F 
A——, and its favourable conſe- 
quences. = -- 


A N unforeſeen accident threw 
Fanny into the company off 


| Sir Richard AMenFat Clapham. She 


happened to be viſiting one of his te-P 
nants, where he came ; and the diff { 
courſe, which was for a long whilef | 
general, centered at length in love © 
As a young man, he praiſed his own , it 


edneſs of their paſſion ; whereas th} 
women, he ſaid, very ſeldom enteref 
into a correſpondence of that naturey 

D LE withoup 
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without pecuniary views : they mea- 
ſured out their favours, and, like a 
ſharping pedlar, would not let you have 
a grain more than you paid for, 


Fanny obſerved, the inconſtancy 
of the men, and their reſolution to be. 


the ſex's deſtroyers, made thoſe wo-_ 


men that had ſuffered by ſome men, 
retaliate their grievances upon the reſt: 
but, that to judge of the whole by a 


| few, would be too raſh and partial. 


_ The knight anſwered with remark- 


ing, that in the whole courſe of his 
| female acquaintance, he had never 


known one do a generous thing, or 
even the appearance of it, without 


| ſome ſiniſter view, either to gratify 


| their vanity, or their paſſions. | 


1 ® 


[> 


Such a general attack upon the wo- 


| men naturally induced the lady of the 


houſe 
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| houſe to declare herſelf the champion 
of the ſex. * Sir Richard, (ſaid ſhe) 
© the very faults you find ſo much 
* reaſon to cenſure in us, are all of an 
© exotic ſoil; if we now nouriſh them, 
© they are tranſplanted from the mal- 
© culine to the feminine; and our er- 
© rors, like our beauties, we improve 


* as we adopt them. If we att unge- 


* nerouſly towards the men, their own 


© conduct has led us to it. If the leatt 


* appearance of beneficence in us 1s to 


* gratify our pride, or our paſſions, 


* we ſtill tower above you; for you 
© are very miſers in the indulgence of 
© both ; and your vanity, which muſt 
© ſubſiſt, has but a ſmall pittance for 
* its ſupport. Your exceſles are all 


© committed without any premeditated | 


« deſign. You will fling away a thou- 
* {and or two at Arthur's, which ne1- 
* ther does honour to yourſelf, or 

© thoſe 
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© thoſe conneQted with you ; whilſt 
« you would grudge your wife or your 
* miſtreſs a new gown, though per- 
© haps ſhe might really want it. You 
* could loſe as much at a cock-match, 
© amongſt a parcel of gamblers, who 
* only laugh at you, and deſpiſe you 
© for it, as would purchaſe a new equi- 
* page, and perhaps are obliged to 
* part with your horſes the next day, 
* to pay this very debt of honour.” 


The knight put in his caveat, ob- 
ſerving, that her accuſation was very 
exceptionable, and though there might 
e many men, who diflipated their 
ortunes in that ridiculous manner, 
here were many more who were ruined 
y their blind attachment to women. 


| © I know not what you call an at- 
tachment to women, Sir Richard; 
{oped 
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(replied the lady) but if by that you 
© mean ſquandering away money þ 
© fooliſhly in brothels, for the emolu- F 
* ment of bawds, pimps and paraſites, 
* is an attachment to women, I'll agree Þ 
* with you, a great deal of money is þ 
© flung away in that manner; but few 
* men ingrols ſo great a ſhare of folly, 
* as to perſevere in this ridiculous dif- 
© fipation, Youths juſt come from 
* college, and a very few men, whoſp 
* have ſeen nothing of the world, off t 
© profited nought by ſeeing it, compoleF p 
* the whole of the genteel reſorters to ti 
© thoſe places. As to the extravagance | 
* of your ſex upon the women theÞ 
* really enjoy, it 1s merely chimericalſ 
* when you would urge it as a proof 
* of the generolity of the men, Ther: 
* are not twenty kept-women thi 
* are enabled to procure themſelve 


© beſides their dreſs and outward ex he 
© pence 


Miſs Fanny M=—, 143 


* pences, more than neceſlaries, And 


* if you would ſpeak of your genero- 


C ſity with reſpe& to matrimony, it 
| * would be ridiculous to think you ſe- 
| © rious; ſince no man, who marries 
| © a4 woman without a fortune, however 


« [- cccomaplithed, or beautiful ſhe may 


© be, is looked upon a degree above a 
| « driveller.” 


Sir Rickard was too hard vreſſed 3 in 


the general argument to pretend ſup- 


| porting it any longer, therefore he re- 
tired under the walls of ſelf-defence, 


| by proteſting, however juſt the cha- 
| racter the lady had given of his ſex 


| might be, it was at leaſt quite oppo- 
fite to his; and in a whiſper told 


| Fanny, he ſhould think himſelf the 
| happieſt of mortals, in having an op- 


_ponranity of convincing her of what 
| he ſaid. 


| The 
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The hint was too favourable not to 

be taken, and after ſome little artifi- 
cial apologies, Fanny favoured him 
with her dire&ion, and an invitation 
to wait upon her next day. 


| $7 
The knight was not ſhocked when Þþ | 
he came to find he had been paying fo Þþ 1 
many compliments to a woman he} « 
might have obtained without one |} \ 
word's ſpeaking. Far from this, heſf { 
commended her conduct, and affured Þ | 
her} ſhe was the firſt woman whoÞÞ 4 
| moved in her ſphere, that had im-|f t 
poſed upon his judgment with reſpet Þ © 
to her ſituation ; that her conduc " 
convinced him ſhe had merit much} 
ſuperior to her fate; and that he would} * 
exert his utmoſt efforts to remove the ? 
bond, which ſo much blinded fortune 
as to let her paſs unnoticed. 
We 
I 
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We before obſerved, that Fanny's 
acquaintance with Mrs. Stevens at 
Bath gave her the firſt rudiments of 
polite behaviour, which ſhe had 
much improved by her own obſerva- 
| tions; and though neceſſity often ob- 
| liged her to act the part ſhe with ſo 
- much reluance appeared in ; yet ſhe 
\ could occaſionally throw it off, and 
without any apparent affeQtation aſ- 
| ſume that of the polite lady. 'To this 
| happy diſpoſition, perhaps, Fanny is 
' as much indebted for her ſucceſs, as 
to her face. She ſurpaſſed all women 
| of pleaſure in this particular, who ge- 
nerally imagine that men are caught 
with oaths and bawdry, when there is 
| nothing in a woman's mouth gives ſo 
' much offence. 


Sir Richard was actually in love 
with our heroine. She was the firſt 
O woman 
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woman of common ſenſe or prudence | 
he had been acquainted with. She Þ 
was the handſomeſt he had ever ſeen, Þ 
| A youth juſt come of age, heir to a 

good fortune and title, wanted no-f 
thing but a miſtreſs to complete his fe 
| licity, Fanny was the propereſt wo-ſþ 
man in the world he could have pitchedf 
upon, and he met with her. She didf 
the honours of his table with that eaſe 
and compoſure, that could not be ſurf 
paſſed by a woman of the firſt faſhion 
Every one commended his choice þ 
already happy in his opinion, thif 
_ corroborating his judgment, could nof 
fail to add Juſtre to eyes that wanteÞ 
no reflecting mirrour to dazzle, anf 
gave ſuperior grace to a deportmen 
that was gracious to all, mean tÞ 
none. 5 —_ | 


He gave her ample conviction of th 
truth of what he whiſpered to her, 
the 
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their ficſt interview. A ſplendid equi- 
page, a numerous retinue, an elegant 
furniſhed houſe, and a handſome al- 
lowance, were not the only marks of 
his generoſity ; a wardrobe of the moſt 
gorgeous apparel, and a caſket of the 
valuable jewels, were expenſive, and 
indeed extravagant teſtimonies of his 
eſreem. 


CHAP, XVI 


A trip to. Paris, PFanny's attraftive 
| power at the opera. Prince ae 
C- n love, with the declaration 


F hrs paſſion. 


N this ſuperior ſituation we now view 
Fanny; more than ever the envy of 
women, more than ever the obje& of 
men's defire. The firſt, who never 
ſpoke favourably of her, were fo con- 
vinced of her taſte and beauty, that 
O 2 every 
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every novelty in her dreſs was criti- 


_ cally, was ſervilely followed, not only 


by women in a middling ſtation, but 


by thoſe in the moſt elevated, If the 
wore a plaid ribbon, plaid ribbons 


were inſtantly the faſhion. If ſhe 


cocked her hat before, and wore ſtays 
that hid not her ſnowy orbs, the wo- 
men were all Amazons; and many ex- 
poſed their want of charms (which 
might have been ſuppoſed) becauſe 
Fanny ſet the faſhion, Obedient to 
the word of command, down went 
their hats before, and up behind. 
| Cock your hat before (again) — Still _ 


pliant to the diCtate, unſhoulder your 


robe, the word of command again = 
obeyed. In ſhort, Fanny is the only 


ſtandard for the women's dreſs, what- 
ever ſhe wears 1s the law of faſhion; 
her tyranny in mode 1s complete. 


7 


Pen Ln) — ang was Oey 
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While ſhe ruled with ſuch deſpotic 


ſway over the female world, her 
| power was not leſs circumſcribed over 
' the male. It was a vice not to be ac- 


quainted with Fanny ; it was a crime 


not to toaſt her at every meal, at every 
| Wag: 


We are not to be ſurprized that ma- 


lice and detraction ſhould attack a 
 charaQter in ſuch great repute, which, 
if we could ſuppoſe Fanny chaſte, was 


as meritorious as that of any of her ſex : 


but not fo thoſe, who endeavoured to 


| render her odious in every circum- 
| ſtance of her conduR, who repreſented 
her debauched through inclination, 


not necefſfity ; avaricious, prodigal, in- 


| conſtant. Thoſe who would. make her 


breakfaſt off bank notes between bread 
and butter, muſt be little acquainted 


with the bake heart to attribute to 


QO7q-- hes 
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her avarice, We ſee her avoiding ex- 


ceſſes, perfectly attached to her bene- F 


factor ; ; yet calumny rears its head, and 
pronounces her a lover of Bacchus 
ready at Ie: s nod. 


She had now an opportunity of im- 
proving herſelf in many things that ren- 
' der the women agreeable. A French Þ 
maſter gave her a complete inſight into Þ 
that language in a few months, and 
by her own reading and converſation | 
ſhe ſoon made herſelf underſtood in it. 
| She had from her infancy ſome know-ſ 
ledge of muſic, and a taſte for Italian 
put her into the way of advancing her-ſ 


ſelf in both, 


A trip to Paris is propoſed by theſ 
. knight, and much approved of by Fan- 

ny. But as Sir Richard's affairs demand} 
his attendance here ſome time, it 15 
agreed that Fanny ſhall ſet out firſt | 
according! vp 


| 2 
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accordingly a poſt-chaiſe, and a pair of 


Sir Richard's horſes, are prepared for 
carrying her to Dover. 


We find nothing uncommon that 
attended her in her journey to that 


port, without it was the ſurprize of the 


people upon the road, teſtified at ſee- 
ing ſo handſome a lady of quality, as 
they took her to be. 


A voyage by ſea, ſhort as this was, 
terrified Fanny, who had never been 
upon thatelement, except from White- 
hall to Vauxhall, or in a party of plea- 


| ſure to Richmond. However, ſhe had 
| more reſolution than a lady who had 
| travelled from London upon the ſame 
errand, but who was ſo aftected at the 
| ſight of the ſea, that ſhe returned the 
ſame day ſhe came, without thinking 


| any more of France, or her jaunt to 
| Paris, 


Fanny 
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Fanny arrived at Calais, without 
any other inconvenience than being a 
little ſea-fick. Monſieur Grandfire 
prepared an elegant ſupper for her, 
and ſhe repoſed herſelf that night at his I! 
houſe. The next day ſhe ſet out ina Ba 
poſt-chaiſe, which ſhe hired of her Þn 
hoſt, and for which ſhe gave three Þ at 
Louis d'ors, belides horſes, which ſhe Far 

E pad for upon the road. th 


Her ignorance of the French mo- vi 
ney expoſed her to many impoſitions F © 
upon the road, and particularly with | 
the poſtilions, who made her pay near 
double the fixed prices: every poſt with 
her was a poſte roiale, or double poſt; 
and the ſanCtity of theſe whip ſmack- 


ers, who never paſſed by a croſs, ſome | A 
hundreds of which there are between i. 
Calais and Paris, without taking off * 


fRcur 
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their hats with the greateſt reverence, 
prevented her ſuſpeting their ho- 
nelty.”-/ By 


Upon her arrival at Paris ſhe was 
ſoon accommodated with an elegant 
apartment in the Fauxbourg St. Ger- 
main, The firſt night ſhe appeared 
it the opera, the whole attention of the 
audience was taken up with her, more 
than with the performance, though a 
new piece. The theatre reſounded 
with, © Qui eſt cette belle etrangere? 
celt une Angloiſe, mais la plus jolie 
F que j'ai jamais vue.” The prince de 
—, Who quitted his box to come 
Into hers, fixed his eyes upon her 
or the whole evening. 


Whilſt ſhe was thus the only ob- 
& of the men's attention, ſhe. 
as the only obje&t of the wo- 
en's exclamation, — * Mais je ne 


* yols 


amiable. & Sy eſt une grofſe Dondene— | 


1 54 Memoirs of the celebrated 
© yois pas queelle eft fi belle,” ſays 
an old lady reſernbung Ale&o. * Bien 
© loin de Ga, continues another equally 


* C'eft une pauvre Angloife, qui-os 
© ſcait pas $'habiller _ elle n'a pas mi 
* du rouge. | 


The fingers and dancers ſhared noff 
| part of the polite audience's attention, 
_ but Fanny, praiſed and condemned Þ 
engrofled it all. She found upon he | 


| toilet the next morning the following [4 
billet. 


: L'ange Angloife, qui fe trouve fur 
* notre horiſon, eft ſupplice par ui 
* mortel tout eperdu, de luy permet 
© tre doffrir Vencens de ſon amou 
y * fur {on autel.' 


She hed fame rin over the bil © 
when, without enquiring whether i 
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was viſible, the prince de C  en- 
tered, and in a truly Verſallian ſtile, 
told her, « When Venus eclipſes all the 
© other planets, it 1s in vain for her to 
© endeavour being inviſible in ſo fine an 
| * ether.” A clear day gave polgnancy 
_ to the compliment, which, though it 
might be exaggerated, was not loſt 
_ upon Fanny; ſhe entered into the de- 
| licacy of the ſentiment, which in 

| French was one of the prettieſt apo- 
| logies that could perhaps be made for 
the intruſion. 


She began to have ſome apprehen- 

| fions, from this familiar introduction, 
that ſhe was already known, but his 

| converſation ſoon convinced her of the 
| miſtake. He infiſted upon her going 
that day to Verſailles, and ſeeing the 

| Chateau, when he would introduce 
her to the ladies of the court, After 
ſome 
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ſome oppoſition ſhe at length con- 
ſented. Beginning to dreſs, ſhe ima- 
gined he would retire from the bed- 
chamber; but inſtead of that he ex- 
amined her toilet, prepared the combs 
and bruſhes, hunted about for her Þ 
rouge, and not finding it, enquired 
what was become of it? She anſwered, Þ 
ſhe uſed none. © Mon Dieu! (he re-Þ 
plied) © comment, madame, eſt ce queſſ 
© yousnevous ſervez pas de rouge ? c'eſtf 
© yrai que vous avezune couleur de roſe, 
© mais il faut abſolument en mettre, ſi © 
© yous voudriez bien paroitre a la cour.ſ 
Having faid this he immediately ſent} 
for ſome, and notwithſtanding all her 
remonſtrances, put it on her himſcltf 
till he made her cheeks as red as | 
Pomegranate. 


When ſhe looked in the glaſs, ſhe 
was terraced. at the ſight, and fan 
woulf 
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' would have rubbed it off, but he would 
not let her. © In my opinion (ſaid 
© ſhe) paint was meant as an addition, 
© to give thoſe charms of complexion 
© which nature had denied; but to. 
© make ourſelves uglier than we really 
are, by art, is the utmoſt pitch of 
© folly.” © Pſhaw! pſhaw!” replied the 
prince, © thoſe are notions that may be 
' * thought ſound logic in London, 
| © where reaſon has more ſway than 
© faſhion, but in Paris nature is quite 
© out of the queſtion ; it ſignifies no- 
| © thing, if a thing is ever ſo out of the 
| © way, if it is the taſte, every one muſt. 
| © follow it that will be polite.” 


Y 


1} 
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CHAP, XIX: 
A journey to Verſailles. Obſervation 


upon French courtiers, French pþ0- 
 werty and French pride. Fanny 
_ obliged to quit France, and return to 
England. na 


CHE was much aſtoniſhed to find Þ 

a perſon of ſuch good ſenſe as the 
prince ſo blinded by cuſtom, and rea- 
dily concluded, that if a man of his 
parts could be thus biaſſed by preju- 


dice, thoſe of the ſame nation, of in- 
ferior capacities, muſt be the moſt 


deſpicable wretches in the creation, f 


With this great opinion of the French 
ſhe ſet out for Verſailles, where they 
arrived at the time of the grand of- 
partement. All eyes were in a mi 
nute upon Fanny: ſhe was no leſs at- 


tentive to the many objects that ſur- 
| rounded 


Lag AY ww 7 


| 


| 
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rounded her. They were All in maſ- 
querade to her, even if ſhe had before 


known them, for-not only the wo- 


men were painted, but the very men. 
The fops and petit-maitres wore 
patches and rouge. Afﬀter ſhe had 
been preſ:nted- to ſome of a pre- 


| miere nobleſſi, as an Engliſh lady of 


faſhion, ſhe enquired of the prince 
concerning many of thoſe who ſur- 
rounded her. A gentleman with a 
red feather firſt attracted her obſer- 
vation — ſhe asked who he was, taking 
him for ſome foreign. ambaſiador. 
The prince replied, he was a Cheva- 
lier de St. Louis. © A man of great 
* fortune, I dare ſay,” continued Fanny. 
© No,” anſwered the prince, © I believe 
* he has nothing more than his pen- 
* flon.' © What mizht that be,” ſhe then 
asked—* "Three hundred livres a year,” 
replied he—* And 1s that all he has to 

Fa -SUvE: 
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© live upon?” ſaid Fanny—e is he of no 
* buſineſs?” © Buſineſs!” replied theprince 
with amazement — © Do you think 


< he would degrade himſelf !—no, no, 


© he would be of no buſineſs, without 
« he were one of the bottle-blowers.” 
Fanny did not comprehend his mean- 
ing, and told him, * ſhe did not ima- 
© gine he would be of ſo mean a 
© profeſſion as a workman at a glaſs- 
© houſe, but thought he might be a 
© merchant, or negociant.' * Madam,” 
_ faid he, * you miſtake the thing quite, 
« there is nothing ignoble in working 


Cin a glaſs-houſe, but to be a mer- | 


* chant 15 an abſolute diſgrace.” 


She could not then divine the myl- 
| tery, but was afterwards informed, }, . 
that cuſtom authorized this judicious | - 


maxim. She next enquired of the 


prince, the name of a lady dreſſed in | 
a ſump- | 
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a ſumptuous ſuit of cloaths, and very 
rich jewels. He told her, © it was 
« Mademoiſelle de ——, who, in ſpite 
© of all her relations could do, would 
© not be confined to a nunnery; which 
© was the method of getting rid of 
© younger daughters. 'That indeed a 
*©very rich match had been offered. 
| © her from one of the Fermiers-gene- 
© raux, worth three millions of livres;: 
© but that her father, who was of the 
| © beſt blood in France, had, with truly 
© honourable indignation, refuſed to: 
| © debaſe his family by ſuch an alliance. 
*And as his daughter would not 
© retire to a convent, he had laid out 
* all the money which he had deflined 
© for placing her there for life (which 
* was her only portion) in cloaths and 
*jewels ; and that the chevalier de St. 
*Louis, whom they had been juſt 

Dd” * talking 
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© talking of, was pitched upon for her 
« * intended huſband, x 


Fanny could not help eeflifing her Þ 
ſurprize at ſuch a noble beggar's wed- 
ding; and the more fo, as the prince 
informed her, that the lady's father, Þ 
notwithſtanding his great deſcent, had Þ 
' Not intereſt enough to procure a ſub- 
altern commiſtion in the army, or any 
poſt equivalent. 


At her return from Verſailles, after | 
two days ſojourning at the prince'sf 
ſhe found a letter from Sir Richard, 
which acquainted her with his hav-F 
ing diſpatched his buſineſs, and in 
tending to ſet out in a few days for 
Paris, 


This news, however agreeable if 
might be to her in one reſpect, gai 
het 


- - _ 
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her ſome concern, on account of her. 
new acquaintance with the prince, 
and the apparent impracticability of 
breaking it off. Hitherto he had be- 
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haved with the greateſt politeneſs, and 


had never attempted to demonſtrate 


the tranſports of his paflion further 


than upon the cheek ; but ſhe never- 
theleſs imagined he had other de- 
ſigns, as he had been at great expence 
in attending her at all public places, 
in giving ſeveral ſumptuous repas upon 


her account, and had preſented her 


with his picture ſet in G1amonds 1 In a 
bracelet. 


Had ſhe been acquainted with the 
genius of the French amans, her ap-_ 
prehenſions would have ſoon been ap- 
peaſed. Had the known that the 
higheſt ſummit of a petit-maltre”s paſ- 
ſion, ambition and vanity, is being 

{en 


164 Memoirs of the celebrated 
| ſeen with a fine woman in a public 
place ; toaſting her, dangling after 
her, making her preſents, and treat- 
Ing her: all the return he expeQas, 1s 
now and then to kiſs her cheek; an_ 
ogle, or at moſt a ſqueeze by the 
hand. Such encouragement as this 1s 
ſufficient to keep his flame alive for 
years. | 


She ſhould have looked upon the 


_ prince's acquaintance as a means of 
being introduced into the beſt com-. 


pany, conducted to all the /peFactes, 
regaled in an elegant manner, all for 
the ſake of her converſation. 


Upon the receipt of Sir Richard's 
letter, ſhe ſent word to all ker new ac- 
quaintance, that ſhe was going a little 
way out of town, in order to avoid 
being enticed into any party at the ar- 

; Ts rival 
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rival of Sir Richard. The prince was 
obliged to follow the court to F ON= 
tainbleau, where ſhe promiſed to meet 
\ him the beginning of the enſuing 

week ; ſo thit ſhe was rid of him 'till 
the time of her promiſe came. The 
coaſt being clear of the prince, ſhe 
was peſtered with coxcombs and pe- 
 tit=maitres, who had no further am- 
bition or deſire, than being upon © les. 
| © lices des amans honorables de Vange 
| © Angloiſe. 


| Amongſt a groupe of near a hun- 
| dred of theſe very unfeatonatle butter- 
flies, upwards of threeſcore were che- 
valiers de St. Louis; all of noble fa- 
mites, without one penny of inherit- 
ance. Many of them roſe at fix in 
the morning to have their hair dreſſed 
ht for a ball, in order to go to the cof- 
fee-houſe ; ; there caper, ſing and ba- 
 bille 
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bille *till dinner time ; when, inſtead 
of following the mechanical way of 
_ eating, they would take a walk in the 
 Thuillerics or the Palace-; vyal ; from 
thence to the Caffe, and from the 


Cafie back apain, till the j\11y or opera 
was over, where they were to ſhew 
themſelves — for nothiny — in every 
| ſenſe of the word. But, it they could 
muſter among them enough to pay a 
Violin or two, they always gave Fanny 
a ſerenade. Thus nobiy ridiculous, 


and honourably trifling, do theſe gen-iÞ 


teel reptiles live — or rather ſtarve! 


The day of tar appointment 


with the prince elapſed, without herſ 
going to Fontainbleau. The next hef 
arrived at Paris in a. poſt-chaiſe, with 


fix poſulions, fearing ſome accident 


had happened to her. He immedi-f 


ately waited upon her, and with all 


the | 


] 
| 
: 
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the eloquence he was maſter of, at 
length prevailed upon. her to return 
with him. 


| This condeſcenfion coſt Fanny the 
| liberty of ſtaying in France ; for the 
| king taking notice of her at the chaſſs 
| and enquiring of the prince who that 
belle Angloiſe was he had brought 
| there ; which Madame de Pompadour 
| overhearing, this favourite had influ- 
ence enough to repreſent Fanny as a 
dangerous perſon; and ſhe was ordered 
| to retire out of France in a week, and 
herſelf and ſervants from Paris in 
forty-eight hours. 


Though this extraordinary ſtep, ex- 
| cited by Madame de Pompadour's jea- 
louſy, may be imagined beyond the 
bounds of reaſon ; if ſhe conſidered, 


and the reader remembers, how un- 
pectedly 
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_ pectedly Madame de Maintenon got 
into the favour of Lewis XIV. and 
how Madame de Monteſpan's tender- 
_neſs for that lady was the firſt means 
of her elevation, it is not ſurprizing, 
that a woman who reigns with ſuch 
deſpotic ſway in France ſhould re- 
move any competitor for power, how- 
ever ſmall her pretenſions might be. 


Fanny returned the next day to Pa- þ 
ris, and immediately packed up her 
baggage, and ſet out upon her return 
'to England. She took care not to be Þ 
diſappointed of her breakfaſt and after- 
noon regale, and indeed of every other 
meal, by providing the neceſſary pro- 
viſions for her journey at Paris, 


As ſhe had expeRted the arrival of 
Sir Richard upwards of a fortnight, 
ſhe imagined ſhe ſhould meet him 

upon 
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- upon the road ; which occaſioned her 
enquiring at every poſt-houſe for 
ſuch a traveller; but ſhe heard 
| nothing of him 'till ſhe came to Bou- 
logne, where he had been upwards of 
three weeks without going to bed. 
| Mr. Blunt, at the Red Lion, had 
already diſpoſed of half his ſtock in_ 
trade, upon very profitable terms, to 
Sir Richard, the celebrated captain 
Pl—ſt—w, L d, and ſome other 
Engliſh refugees. 


Upon Fanny's enquiring the reaſon 
of his delaying meeting her at Paris, 
he anſwered, as well as the hiccough 
would let him, © By G—d, there is 
© no better wine in all France than 
* what Blunt has--here, fill a bumper : 
* and what the devil mult I go as far as 
© Paris for ?—it is only lofing time—a_ 


* man may drink halfa hogſhead 1a the 


* while,” 
2: After 
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After Fanny had ſtayed with them 
ſome time, as the preſence of a wo- 
man generally impedes the rapid pro- 
greſs of the bottle, captain Pl—ſt—w 
favoured the company with the fol- 
lowing narration of his uncommon 
exploits, 


CHAP, XX; 


Containing the adventures of the famous 
_ captain Pl—fl—1. 


© TN the firſt ſetting out in life T was 
deſtined for maritime ſervice. My 

0 Do who was a gentleman of a 
* ſmall fortune in the weſt of England, 
© had made friends to procure me the 
* King's letter for a man of war ; but 
* as my greateſt ambition was to ap- 
« pear the polite man, and the ſea ge- 
 nerally 
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* nerally giving a ruſticity to behavi- 
* our, which the beſt company can 
* ſcarce re-furbiſh, I was obſtinately 
© bent upon not accepting this pro- 
* poſal. Though my father had ſuf- 
© ficient friends at the Admiralty to 
| © have obtained this favour, he had 
| © none who could crown my hopes 
| © by procuring a commiſſion in the ar- 
* my. However, an uncle dying about 
* this time, and leaving me a legacy, 
< I purchaſed with it an enfigncy ; In a 
* marching regiment, 


© I was ſoon ordered to quarters ; 
* when I gave ample teſtimony of my 
« gentility and genius for military af- 
* fairs. I made an attack upon every 
© pretty girl in the town ; took ſome 
© by ſurprize, and others by capitula- 
© tion. I ſtormed every drinking 
* houſe at four 1n the morning, and 


Q 2 © where 
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© where the garriſon was obſtinate, 
© made the eſcalade, and carried the 
© liquor ſword in hand. So great was 
* my martial {kill and valour this way, 
_ © that if I had not ſoon changed quar- 
©ters, the complaints of the inhabi- 


© tants would have went near to have 


© broke me. 


<I was now eighteen, tall, well 
© made, and handſome ; fluent in 
* ſpeech, and impudent in deport- 
© ment: addto this, I wasan officer, and 
© had a good taſte for dreſs. No won- 
© der the women were all mad after 
* me in every country town I came. 
© Captain Pl--ſt--w had kifled them— 
* they were ſure they were pretty. At |} 
© Worceſter, a young lady, with eight |} 
* thouſand pounds in her own poſleſ- 
* ſion, faw as many charms in my 

* perſon, and could not. refiſt them. 


3 She Þ: 


Miſs Fanny M— , 173 


: She ogled me—ſhe wrote to me—I 
* anſwered her—I married her, 


* After enjoyment, I could ſee no 
© other endearment than her fortune. 


© I poſſeſſed myſelf of it, and quitted 


* my quarters. L came to London, 


© hired an elegant houſe, purchaſed 


SD, coſtly furniture, and ſet up a genteel 


, equipage. I drefled better than any 


Sp INAN In town, and kept as good CON- 


* pany. To keep good company and 


| © be ruined, with a young man, are 


| © almoſt ſynonymous terms. Two 


| © months frequenting Wh—e's carried 
© off my wife's fortune, and the ſale of 
 * my commiſſion. -A few Levants 


\ *at the chocolate-houſe proſcribed 


* me. Here terminated my preſent 


* glory. 


© I made the moſt of my effects 


*left my creditors an empty houſe 


Q 3 =. 0 
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© to contemplate, and fet out for Brif- 
© tol; where I infinuated myſelf into 
© the good graces of Mr. ——, with 
* whom I ſtill paſſed for an officer ; 
© and giving a very exact detail of the 
* gentlemen of my late corps, the de- 
© ception failed not to ſucceed, and I 
© had the addreſs to gain credit for any 
© reaſonable ſum. TI failed not to 
© make uſe of this, and for the firſt 
© time drew only for two hundred F 
* pounds; which bill being paid at Þ 
fight, I drew for five hundred: the F 
_ © gentleman ſtill did honour to my | 
«© draught ; and had not my modera- 
© tion been entirely annihilated by Mr. | 
* ——'$ generolity, I might have conti- 
* nued drawing for any reaſonable 
* ſum. Soon after I paid my addreſfles| 
© to a rich merchant's daughter at Li- 
© yerpool, whoſe father was dead, and| 

_ * had left her fortune in the hands of} 
| * truſtees] 
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c truſtees *till ſhe was of a20e ; one 
© of whom, ſhe then lived with. 
© This gentleman approved my ſuit ; 
© but, before he would ſign any writ- 


© ings, he defired me to realize ſome 
* of my proteſtations. This induced 


* me to draw upon my Briſtol friend 
© for five thouſand pounds. So great 
4a bill proved its own abortion ; for 
© even if the gentleman had had caſh 
* enough to anſwer it, which he had 
* not, ſuch a capital ſum could not 
© fail giving him ſome alarm; and the 
© bill returned with the poſt, unex- 
© cepted. 


© Having in the interim made great 
© advances towards ſubduing my miſ- 


© treſs's heart, I went myſelf as ſoon 
| © as the poſt came to receive my let- 


© ters ; ſo that I gained intefligence of 


* the return of my bill fourteen hours 
© before 
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© hefore the truſtee, who had not his 
© letters delivered *till next morning. 


<1 now perceived there was but a laſt 
© reſource to ſucceed. 


<1 went immediately to Miſs Ifa- 
© bella L—, who had appointed that 
© evening for an mterview ; and with 
© the utmoſt coiicern told her, I had 
© teceiveda letter iro! London, which 
© acquainted me with my ancle's be- 
© ing at the point of death, and his 
_ © defire of ſeeing his nejhew before 
© he departed this life : adding, my : 
© uncle and I had been at ſome little 
© yariance a good while ; and that I. 
© flattered myſelf, if I could arrive 
* time enough in town to be recon- 
« ciled to him, I ſhould have ſuffict- 
© ent influence over him to get rein- 
* ſtated in his will, in lieu of my bro- 
5-6 a who fince the breach had ſup- 
« plied 
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« plied the place. That therefore I 
« propoſed ſetting out that evening ; 
*and yet to think of leaving my dear 
© Tfabella, ſtruck far deeper to my 
| © heart, than the loſs of the fortune I 
 * might obtain. That I was ſenſible, 
| * to propoſe to her a journey before 
© we were rendered man and wife, 

© might create in her ſome ſuſpicion 
© of my intentions; that it would be 
' impoſſible to get the ceremony per- 
| * formed that evening; and that I 
| * doubted not her guardian would op- 
| * poſe her intentions, even if they 
© were inclinable for ſuch a journey ;_ 
* that, therefore, if ſhe had a mind 

| © to prevent my being the moſt mi- 
| © ſerable man alive, ſhe muſt ſet out 
* with me in a poſt-chaiſe incog. that 

| * evening, without the knowledge of 
© her truſtee; and that to prevent 
| © all fear on her ſide, we ſhould be 
pgs © married 
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* married the next morning at the firſt 
* town we came to, 


« However plauſible this ſtory, and 
© however ſeriouſly and happily re- 
* lated, ſhe could not fail being | 
ſhocked at the thoughts of ſo prect- 1 

* pitate a journey, without the privacy 
© of any of her friends. But fo great 
* was her attachment grown, that ſhe 
© could not reflet upon her being 

© the imaginary cauſe of my loſing fo 
© fair a proſpe&t of being in my 
© uncle's will, without the utmoſt re- 
* pugnance ; and to be made a woman 
* and a wife the next morning, was 
© what ſhe ſo much approved, that 
_ © her inclinations ſoon ſurmounted her 
© reaſon, and ſhe agreed to ſet out be- 
* tween two and three for London. 


* With all imaginable privacy we | 
"HR into a poſt-chaile, which ſet out | 
cat} 
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« at the time appointed ; and her maid 


© and my ſervant followed us an hour 


© after, with her miſtreſs's and my 


c * baggage. 


* Agrecable to my promiſe I made 
© a bride of her at the firſt town we 
© came to, and we then continued our 


* journey without any more precipt- 
fancy. 


© As ſoon as the truſtee was ac- 
* quainted with the flight of the lady, 


* he mace enquiry all over the town, to 


| © be informed of what rout they had. 
| © taken; imagining, however, that it 
Be might be a frolick, as he expected to 


© receive that day, by the return of the 
© poſt, advice from his correſpondent 


F of the payment of my bill ; but when 
© he was informed that two poſt 
© chaiſes ſet out that morning for Lon- 


© don, and that Miſs Iſabella Lees 


Was 
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' © was actually gone in one of them 

« with me, he began to be greatly ſtag- 
_ © pered in his opinion; the receipt of 
© the letters from Briſtol ſoon fixed it, 
© and determined him- to ſet out im- 


© mediately in purſuit of the lady. 


© He overtook us at an inn upon the 
* road ; and after faluting us, defired 
* to know whither we were going. [ 
_. © anſwered, to London, That I might F 
* do, he replied, but his ward muſt F 
« return with him, for that T was an | 
* impoſtor, ſhewing the letter he had F 
© received from my friend at Briſtol. 


* The lady ſeemed greatly ſurprized | 
« at this; whilſt I inſiſted upon it, F 
_ © ſomebody had anſwered that letter in | 
* his name to prejudice me in the 
_ © lady's favour, He replied, that ſuch | 

© ſub-fſ 
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BE ſubterfuges were too glaring to im- 
| © poſe on him, and that the lady ſhould 
* not ſtep an inch further with me. 


« Our chaiſe being ready at the inn- 
© door at this time, we came out, and 
© 1 addreſſed my wife in theſe terms, 
« Madam, do you chuſe to go with 
« me, who am your lawful huſband, 
« or return with that old gentleman ?” 
* She ſtretching out her hand, I. 
© helped her in, and left her guardian 
* and the reſt of the ſpeQators i in the 

* greateſt conſternation, | | 


R CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXI. 


Continuation of the memoirs of Capt. 
 Pl—ft—w. He comes to London, 
Cuts a figure, and lives happy with 
bis wife till ſhe is of age. He ſend 
her into Yorkſhire. Turns methodiſt;l 


_ and marries again. 
"WW E immediately repaired. to 
London, and by means off 
© propagating my marriage with an 
© heireſs (as ſhe really was) of 800ol 
C fortune, I got as much credit as I 
« wanted, though I was obliged to give 
* 20 per cent. intereſt for ready money 
* By this means we lived in an elegant 
© nay, a luxurious manner, and to al 
© appearance no couple was fo happy 


* as Capt, Pl—ſt—w and his wife. 


« Thy 
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The time of her being at age 
© came, which was fixteen months af- 
© ter our marriage; and I wrote to 
| * her truſtee for all her papers ; but he 


© refuſed at firſt to deliver them; tho' 
* finding I was reſolute, he at length. 
© gave them, and I became poſieſled 


© of all her fortune. 


* But after the debts I had contracted = 


© fince my marriage, and the ready- 
' * money borrowed, with intereſt, were 
* paid, I had butthree thouſand pounds 
* left, which I found would laſt but a 
\ © ſhort time, in keeping houſe, and liv- 
* ing in the manner we did; upon 
* which I told my wife the neceſlity 
© there was of retiring into the coun- 
«try and living frugally. She con- 
« ſented to it, and we accordingly ſet 
© out for Yorkſhire, where I boarded 
* her for 201. a | year. | 

'-# © With 
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* With the remainder of my wife's 
* fortune I returned to London, and 
* gamed, whored, and drank till it 
© was pretty near exhauſted, I then 
© thought it time to recruit, and re- 
* collecting that in Berkſhire there 
© was an old methodiſt woman, who 
* was faid to have 12001. I immedi- 
© ately ſet out for the place: but find- 
* ing ſhe converſed with none but 
© thoſe of her own ſet, I was ob- 
© liged to become a convert, to get ac- 
© ceſs to her ; and nobody pronounced, 
_« We are all uretrievably damned,” 
_ © better than myſelf. — In ſhort, I was 
© a ſtaunch methodiſt. 


| © So young and handſome a proſe- 
© lyte was the admiration of all the 
* congregation, particularly the female 


* part; and being taken notice of by 
* the 
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« the old lady for my ſanctity, I found 

« means to get acceſs, by preſenting 

©her with a new edition of Mr. 

A Weſley' s ſermons, which was ſo ac- 

* ceptable to her, that ſhe almoſt killed 
* me with kindneſs and devotion.” 

| « She had a thought (ſhe ſaid) that - 

« Ms, Whitfield and Mr. Weſley 

« were the only two good men in the 

| « world, but that ſhe began now to. 

| © think there was a third — a young 

« ſaint, both in thought and deed.” 


« After I had thus infinuated my- 
| © ſelf into her good graces, I began to 
© feel her pulſe upon the ſcore of ma- 
* trimony. | Nothing was ever ſo in- 
\ © animate and frigid at firſt, — But 
| © when I began to talk of ſpiritual 
© love, unſullied with my Juſtful. 
 * thoughts, ſhe gave ear to me; and 
* was at length of opinion, that © a 
© woman might enter into the Fa, 
R 7 " of 
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« of wedlock, upon thoſe principles 
« only, without being irretrievably 
_ ** damned, provided there were al- 
<< ways ſeparate beds,” © I entirely 
© acquieſced in whatever ſhe ſaid, and 
* after about fix months cooing with 
« ſpiritual love, we agreed to take one 
* another for better tor worſe. 


« I left her as ſoon as I could poſſeſs 
« myſelf of her money, telling her, 
© ſhe neither wanted gold, or a young 
© fellow, to carry her to heaven; and 
* as ſhe had fixed her mind entirely 
« upon ſpiritual things, it was doing | 
© her a great kindneſs to take tempta- 
* tions out of her way.” | 


*' To the metropolis I again re- 

* turned, where I met with an old] 
* flame, and with her I took a lodging, | 
* and lived very ſnug for ſome time; | 
© but 
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> but my caſh circulating too faſt at 
* the gaming table, I was obliged to 
* have recourſe to drawing upon ſeve- 
* ral friends for money; but few 


© of them anſwered my bills; and 
« what little money I drained from 
© them laſted me but a ſhort time. 1 


© married ſix different wives in three 


* months, whoſe fortunes put toge- 


© ther made but two hundred pounds, 
* and their ages three hundred years. 


©T now got acquainted with one 


*Str—d, who had found a comfort- 
* able means of livelyhood, by hiring 
© houſes, furniſhing them upon credit, 


© and diſpoſing of the furniture, I. 


* engaged with him in his plan, which 
* at firſt proved better than the wife- 


c trade, for in leſs than ſix weeks we 


© earned two thouſand pounds. 


* Our 
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* Our ſucceſs, however, was of 


* ſhort duration, for ſoon after he was 
* taken up for one of thoſe frauds, 
** which I thought a ſufficient hint for 
© meto decamp. Accordingly I came 
« here, and have lived ever fince apon 


© the ready money I brought with | 


« me.” 


"CHAP:. XXI. 


Fanny's return to England. Her ad- 


venture upon the road with a country 


Squire. Her invitation to his houſe 


with Sir Richard, and their "ws 
» 7t10N. 


A* the time of Fanny's quitting 


France now approached, ſhe 
prevailed upon Sir Richard to ſet out 
with her for England, after having 
aid in a PROTON ſtock of Blunt's 

beſt 
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| beſt Burgundy and Champaign. They 
embarked at Boulogne, and a calm 
enſuing, they were three days before 
| they arrived at Dover, where they at 


length debarked, and ſet out for a 


jaunt to Portſmouth, Fanny paſſing 


for the marchioneſs Lemantel, and 


| Sir Richard for her brother. 


Upon the confines of Hemaphirs 
| they met with a country Squire, who 


conduQted them to the beſt inn upon 


the road. The ruſtic, having 1n- 
formed himſelf of the imaginary dig- 


| nity of Fanny, and her ſuppoſed bro- 


ther, was aſhamed of his former po- 


liteneſs, and begged pardon for 'the 
Piberty he had taken of being their 
guide. Fanny informed him, that ſo 
tar from having been guilty of 'any 


rudeneſs, the breach of politeneſs 


nity 


would be on her and her brother's 


ade, if the did not take that opportu- 


| 4 
| 
iq 

1 
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nity of retnrning him thanks for the 
obligation he had conferred upon 
_ them, 


The Squire was quite charmed at 
ſuch genteel behaviour, and could not 
' In the fulneſs of his ſoul help teſtify- 
ing with ſomething more than unpre- 
meditated ſighs, the impreſſion that | 
Fanny had made upon him. Thus 
_ did the Squire give tokens of his 
_ paſſion. * Madam — my lady, I 
© would now be underſtood to ſay — if 

* you was not of ſuch great qualities, I 
© could find in me to tell your madam- 
* ſhip, an't pleaſe your ladyſhip, that 

© youare a great deal much more hand- 
© ſomer than all the piQurſes and ita- 


© tutes Tever ſaw of Venice, — for all F 
© they ſay the was oncet a goddeſs, or f 
* angel, or ſome ſuch thing ; — and Þ 
© then you talk better than any parrot, 


*2JC, A great deal better, though an it Þ 
© colt N 
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© coſt one five guineas to a French 


* gentleman to teach it his language.” 


Sir Richard and Fanny eaſily per- 
ceived the drift of his elaborate diſ- 
courſe, and therefore gave all imagi- 
nable encouragement to a further de- 


claration — perceiving the nearer he 


advanced towards an abſolute avowal, 


their mirth would be proportion- 


ably encreaſed :. and in this expecta- 
tion they accepted of an invitation to 
his houſe, which was a few miles 
diſtant frona the main road. > 


The firſt thing that rafts | itſelf 
to their view, was the Squire's ſiſter 
milking the cows, in a courſe ſack- 
cloth apron, and linſey-woolſey gown. 


* Wounds, ſiſter (ſaid the Squire) how 


* often have I told you never to wear 
© that gown but on churning-days —_ 


© run this minute and put it off;— 


© theſe are gentry greater than mayor 


© Ln 
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—, Pray put on your church-going 
A _ or your laſt new yard-wide 
_* faſt, Bo NM 


Away run ſiſter to put herſelf in or- 
der, whilſt the Squire made many 
_ apologies for the dirtineſs of his 
houſe. He carried them through the 
oreat hall, and entertained them with a 
_ genealogical] hiſtory of all his canvaſs- 
anceſtry, who were ſomewhat worſe 
for the wear. His great grandfather's 
great-grandfather was huntſman to the 
duke of 'Normandy, and was the firſl 
who ſet foot in England of all the 
. Normans to conquer it. — He play'd 

fo muſically upon the French-horn, 

(ſome centuries before that inſtrument 

was invented) that (no wonder!) he 
ſubdued the natives with his muſic; | 
| he fairly play'd them out of all they * 
valour and military ſkill. The ſon 

Ei thi 


| two dozen of cuſtards, He died of 
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| this ſurprizing genius, who ſtood next 

| to him, and had loſt his belly and dra-_ 

_ pery inthe wars of time, was famous 
for 


feaſt he eat the beſt part of two 


- eating. At a corporation 


haunches of veniſon, three capons, 
the fat of two Weſtphalia hams, and 


the morrow, and beef fell a farthing 
in the pound next market day, _ 


The next in lineal deſcent, whoſe 


perſon was entirely defaced, though 
ſo freſh in the Squire's memory, was 
one of the handſomeſt men in the 
world, but unfortunately caught in bed 
with the knight of the ſhire's wife : 
he was killed in a duel. 'This fon 
poſſeſſed all his virtues, and was de- 


ficient only in a noſe, which the 


Squire intimated he had loſt at a con- 
ſtitutional ſiege at Montpellier, 


-- A 
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| A perfect piece ſtood next of more 
recent manufacture; for there was a 
chaſm of a hundred years in the. 
Squire's genealogical - tree, which it 
had in vain coſt him ſome hundred 
pounds to ſupply. This compleat an- 
 ceſtor was his great grandfather, and 
was famous for nothing but the florid- 
| neſs of his complexion, which he ſtill 
ſurprizingly retained, though the 
Squire hinted it coſt him a bottle to 
_ give him a healthy look, every time 
_ the hall was A 


Juſt as he had got FO far in his 
genealogy, his ſiſter came running in | 
with a ſyllabub, which he had or- 
dered. * Wounds, fiſter, (cried the 
; * Squire) you have put me quite out, f 

— I had got no further than great- 
' grandfather ; 3 — but I'm = you're 
© come 
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© come with the ſyHabub : —— this 
*« ſame family affair makes one © hugely 
* dry—why don't you give it to the 
© lady?” © How ! (ſaid the fiſter, in a 
© loud whiſper) is ſhe a real lady?” Ay, 
* (returned the {quire) and more—ſhe 
*1s a march— march— ay, a mar- 
© chanteſs—ay, that's it. Pleaſe your 

© marchantſhip, (then aid the ſiſter) 
* would you like to have ſome of our 
« ſyllabub—1 milkt it myſelf an bs na 

© your marchantſhip.' 


Fanny could ſcarce refrain from 
laughing at the adulteration of her new 
title, and drank ſome ſyllabub to carry 
off her riſfible inclination. Sir Richard 
began tocomplimentthe ſiſter upon her 
wholeſome look ; ſaying, he thought 
ſuch ſigns of health were ſuperior to 
_ all the forced delicate complextons. 
* Ay, ant pieuts your gr: Web, (re- 
: DO 2 © plied 
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9 
© plied the ſiſter) I never waſh i in no- 


* thing but puppy-dog water.” She 
was going on, but the Squire inter- 


rupted her, with faying he muſt re- 
{ume the account of his family; but it 
being towards duſk, Sir Richard ad- 
_viſed him to defer it 'till next day, 

as they might then have a more per- 
fect view of his predeceſſors. 


- The next day the Squire compleated 
his genealogy, and Sir Richard and 
Fanny finiſhed their viſit, which they 
were already ſurfeited of. The Squire 
was far gone in love with the ſuppoſed 
 marchioneſs; but ſhe pretended not to 
underſtand his declarations : however, 
ſhe gave him an invitation to town, 
which he accepted of ; whither ſhe 
returned, and took lodgings in Pall- 
"mall; -- 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 


Being the concluſive chapter : containing 
the author's reaſons for not continuing 
his heroine's memoirs any further at 

preſent; and ſome important, or un- 


important occurrences, according to 


the judgment of the reader. 


wW 


E have now brought Fanny 


take our leave of her for the preſent, 


for the following reaſons. Sir Richard 
was ſtill conſtant, and ſhe was faith-_ 


ful. She lived at eaſe without im- 
merging into any luxurious diffipa- 
tions or expenſive frolicks ; and ſhe 
was at the criſis of her happineſs: her 


mind embelliſhed by learning and ex- 


perience ; whilſt her face retained all 


thoſe 


Y back to London, and ſafely de- 
poſited her in Pallmall; where we ſhall 


— << 
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_ thoſe charms which inſured her con-. 
queſt, 


She had diſmiſſed the greateſt part 
of her retinue, retaining only one ſer- 
vant and two maids. Such prudence 

and ceconomy induced the world to 
_ believe ſhe was a wife, inſtead of a 

miſtreſs ; which was the reaſon of her 
| being complimented with the title of 
lady. 


A fling circumſtance in itſelf had 
_ near diſunited this happy pair for ever. 
She had ordered the jeweller to make 
_ a locket, wherein ſhe propoſed putting 
| fome of her plaited hair, and preſent- 

ing Sir Richard with it. She had 
wrote, © Un me ſuffit,' for the device, 
which inſcription lay upon her table, 
when a certain wit, who has already 
too much peſtered the world with his 


oy Q- 
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produCtions, came in, and for the 
fake of the joke, added to this device, 


* a la fois. She having no ſuſpicion 
of the conceit, diſpatched her ſervant 
with the note to her jeweller, who, 
accordingly enamelled all the words ; 
and when he brought the locket home 


Sir Richard was with her, to whom 


ſhe preſented it. He read the inſcrip- 


_ tion, © Un me ſuffit a la fois,” and was 


extreamly exaſperated, imagining it_ 


to be an affront from her; and it was 


a conſiderable time before he could be 


reconciled. At length the wit re- 
newed his viſit, when ſhe complaining 
of the accident that had affronted Sir 


\ Richard, he informed her of being the 
_ author, and begged of her to let him 


wait upon the knight, in order to re- 


concile the difference : he accordingly 


did ; but Sir Richard was irritated at 
the genius, and properly retorted the 
_ conceit with an oaken towel. 


Sir 
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Sir Richard being convinced of 
Fanny's innocence in this circum- 
ſtance, made her all the condeſcenſion 
that could be reaſonably expected for 
the miſtake; among others, he took 
| her an elegant country houſe near 


Richmond, which he ſuitably fur- | 


 _niſhed, he preſented her with a new. 
ſedan chair, and a number of trinkets, 


She now received the viſits of wo- 
men of character, and ladies of diſ- 
_tintion did not ſcruple ſpeaking to 
her they imitated. She was ſtill the 
_ reigning toaſt; ſtil] the ſtandard of fe- 
male dreſs ; and ſtill the object of 
every man's deſire, 
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